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f hs chief occaſion of the firſt publicat3yi of the 
| enſuing Sermon, - was becauſe of wkzt is faid 
therein concerning Baptilm ; and. the reaſon+.therefor 
R were given in the following manner, —LI waxducated. 
from a child in. the contrary principles / to thi4e I now 

embrace concerning baptiſm ; and my educxtzon had 

this to enforce it,that it came from-progenitors:#h9. 

= £ ſundry of them eminently . godly, whoſe ings 
| examples and. prayers, L truſt I ſhall bleſs GE f 
eternity. And. after I was bro't to the ſavitz+ knows» 

ledge of Chriſt, I made a public profeſſion in nat way z 

ahd have ſince been called (though moſt ar us fo 

preach the goſpel, and to rake the charge of ack, in 

which Ii praftiſed Infant-Baprifm : All thele, and fome | 

other things concurred to bind me in that way F{but the 

= Þ Irreſiſtable evidence of divine truth broke throwgh them 
| all. Tho*' when this matter was firſt broughs in dif-. 

| = among us, I laboured under peculiar difad ant ges,. 
1aving my mind heavily burthened with a fen{t:of paſt 


1 negle& of duty. in things of another nature, #nich at 
| times made me afraid of looking into theſe mat;prs; leſt 
I ſhould be left of God to embrace an error ; #td this, 
rogether with the hot diſputes, and ...vehement ; yrgipgs 


that we had among us on both ſides, toffed' anth: Wiſted 
my ſqul moſt terribly ; after which I was mug; ovens 
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Z PREFACE. 


borne with melancholy and diſcouragement for a long 
time. ' Yet having ſince, through divine mercy, obtain 
ſweet deliverance and eſtabliſhment, them words have 
often beerwith weight upon my mind, // hen thou art 
Cormverted, ſirengthen thy brethren. 


And being ſenſible that many of my. brethren are le 
bouring under ſome af the ſame difficulties that I did, 
@nd having a view of ſeveral ehingsin this affair, thar-T 
have not met with in,any human writings, I was inclined 
to yield to the requeſt of thoſe who deſired that this 


«. diſcourſe might be pibliſhed. 


"Theſe were the reaſons which were given in 1756; 
and T muſt mp = to the glory of God, that its 
ſacceſy has exceeded my expeRation ; and fince the firſt 
impreſſion was diſpoſed" of, it has been often aſked far ; 
and havino been repeatedly requeſted to publiſh an an» 
ſwer to M "1 
reprint this, and add. hat -to the_ end of it. I am far 
from delighting in controverſy, therefore ar firſt I only 
made a few remarks on his letter, and {ent it to him latt 
July; but he gave me no fatisfaftion for the mifrepre- 

entations he has made of fadts, as well as principles, 
And a chriſtian friend who has been one of his hearers, 
wrote to me in Ofeober, that Mr. F. would not let him 
ſee what I had wrote, and defired T would publiſh it. 
And riow I would commend what I have. done to the 
bleſſing of God, and to the ferious conſideration of his 
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$o then, Brethren, we are not the ies 
of the Bond-woman, but of the #1 [o- 


LTHOUGH mankind are awfully :mclined 
to diſregard God's law when in,a; careleſs 
ſtate, yet when wounded with Gphviftion, 
inſtead of coming.to Chriſt, they: #y tothe 

law and their own works for relief. And it &, as one 

obſerves, man's legal diſpoſition bas little nes of being 
encouraged by legal preaching, yet many il teach 
people in that way ;. whica ſeems to have 'þecn- the 
caſe among the Galatians, that occaſioned the writing of 
this epiſtle. It ſeems that ſome teachers baja brought. 
in the ſame do&rine there, which before was preached: 
to the diſciples at Antioch, namely, that- ex 720Y they 
were circumciſed and kept the law of Moſes they couid 
not be ſaved. _ Which was then called a ſubveting their 

:pyſpel of. 

Chrift, And the Apoſtle gives them ſmart; warnings 

againſt theſe ſnares, and intimates that the rexfon why. 

they. were ſo much inclined to. the law, wart. beeaule 


they did not hear it, nor Know ity true nature; a ftrit- 
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6 The Caſe of the Bond-woman, 


neſs...” And in order to open the'caſe plainly to them; 
he reminds them of Abraham's two ſons which he had, 
one by a bond-maid, the other by a free-women ; which 
he ſhews to be an allegorical repreſentation of the two 
covenants. And after ſome_ diſcourſe yupon..cach, he 
concludes with theſe words,: $0 then, brethren,we-are 
not the children of the bond-woman, but of "the free. 
The words may naturally lead us to enquire, —who 
each of theſe women are, .and alſo to look into the 
charafters and condition of their children. 

I.” Who is this bond-woman ? The Apoſtle anſwers, 
hat it is Mount Sinai 'in Arabia, and anſwereth to 


Mcruſalem, which now is, and is in bondage with ber 
Fchildren, ver, 25. From that mount both the moral 


and ceremonial laws were given ; and it appears evi- 
dent that both of them are included here. "The ten 
commands were given from thence, and the firſt tables 
were broken ; the ſecond were put into the ark and 
there were kept while ; which ſignifies that tho? man 
broke them, yet they are kept whole inChriſt ; to which 
ſome reference may be had inPfalm. 40. 7, 8. Lo I come 
to do thy will—thy law is within my heart. This law 
is fummed up in love toGod, and to our neighbour, con- 
eerning which Jeſus ſaid to the lawyer, T his do, and 
thau fba?t live, Luk. 10. 28. Which is the tenor of the 
old covenant, as appears by Gal. 3. 1o, 12, From 
whence we may fee how univerſal the terms of that 
covenant” are, as to perfons, time and things. Every 
one, —muſt continue, im all things, —or he falls under 
the cur/e. Hence the Apoſtie's concluſion is certain, 
to wit, that as many as are of the works of the law are 
under the curſe, becauſe no mere man can fulfil rhe 
terms of it, 

'T hat the ceremonial law is alfo included here, under 
the name of the bond-woman. appears not only from 
ns being given at Sina a3 well as the gther, but like- 
wile 


and her Children opened. vl 7 
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wiſe becauſe in this deſcription of her the A Ale men- 
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tions beggarly elements, and days, months and 3:ars, with 
Jeruſalem, as ſhe then was with her childreg, , olding 


zealouſly to circumciſion, ver. 9, 10, 25. & C\ap 


P. 5, 2» 
Thoſe inſtitutions of worſhip, and even _ihg ſecond. 


giving of the tables of the moral law, did, as was now 
obſerved, point to Jeſus Chriſt, but the Jews Fad turn- 
ed all into works, which creatures mult ds 1t;cerder to 
be ſaved ; in which ſenſe it was a yoke whith neither 
they nor their fathers were able to bear, A&%. 15. 10. 
And tho? they were ſhadows of good things: {> come, 
and were ſo improved by antient belieyers; yrit, I con- 
ceive that one deſign of the ceremonial as well:3s- moral 
law, was more clearly to diſcover to ſelf-conexited and 
ſelf-righteous man, his polluted and helpleſs <rdition, 
and his neceſlity of a Saviour, ſince thouſands of-rams, or 
ten thouſands of rivers of oil could never take aw;;y/ either 
the guile ordefilement of his fin. Mic. 6. 7, &+ Hence 
our Apoſtle fays, T he law entered, that the offence 
might abound ; and, it was added becauſe of tranſgreſ- 
ſions, Rom. 5. 20. Gal. 3. 19. But inſtead of: Tak 
thoſe inſtitutions according to their true deligh,| thele 
falſe teachers inſiſted upon chriſtians obſerving iaem. as 
conditions of being ſaved. "They pretended te# preach 
Chriſt's goſpel, but they clog'd it with doings in 5rder to 
receive, inſtead of recerving by faith in order toz29; and 
herein they perverted the goſpel of Chriſt, Chty. 1. 7. 
and 3:2, And when any new teſtament inſtituyons or 
duties are urged now in that line, the goſpel is g'much 
perverted as it was then, So that by the bond-woman, 
I underſtand the covenant of works in general, 4rd all 
the ways in particular wherein men ſeek life b;/what 
they can do, either by duties of morality, or by ojerving 
any ordinances and forms of worſhip whatſoever 7 

II. Let usconfider who her children are, and: what a 
condition they are in, © es: 

And 
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* The Cafe of the Bond-woman, 


** And here the caſe is very plain that the children of 
the bond-womar,are all that are born after the fleſb (ver. 
23.) that is, all mankind in their natural condition, But 
ſhould any fay that 7>maePs being born after the fleſh, 
Intends an unlawful birth, his mother not being Abre- 
bam's lawful wife : 1 anſwer no, by no meansor then 
he would have been a baſtard, .and ſuch an one muſt not 
come into the congregation. of the Lord, Dewt. 23. 
but he was circumciſed and” admitted to outward privi- 
leges as well as Zacc. This obyeQtion might as well be 
lad againſt four of Facob's ſons, as againſt this, their 
». mothers being maids or handmaids before ;. yet they are 
Iv ever reckoned to make up the twelve tribes'of God's 
T/rael. But it is evident beyond diſpute, that his. being 
born after the fleſh, does not intend a being illegitimate, 
bur only that he had no other than a natural _ birth: be 
was neyer born again, without which none can _ehter into 
the kingdom of God: And fo now all who have only 
a natural birch are children of the bond-woman, Paul 
fays of himſelf, and other ſaints, —We gre by: nature, 
children of wrath, even as others, Eph. it. 3, And he 
tells the Romans, that he had proved both Fews and 
Gentiles, that they are all under ſin, Kom. in. 9.— Jews, 
Phariſees, and all che world are guilty before God, ver. 
19. 
"And never did a child more naturally run to its mo- 
ther for help, than man when wounded with a ſenſe of 
lt flies to his own works for relief ; his cry is, Have 
patience with me, and Pl] pay thee all : but very fad is 
the condition of ſuch ſouls. They may juſtly be called 
children of the bond-woman for theſe reaſons. 1. Be- 
cauſe their work is hard. Slaves have often both hard 
work to do, and are drove hard in it to do a great deal - 
ſo is the cafe here ; the Jaw requires not only that 
which is hard, but that which is impoſſible for us to- do. 
Ir requires us to make us a new heart ayd' a new ſpirit, 
AZ 
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as we would eſcape death. Ezek. xviii, 31, At 
mands that we make recompence for all paſt f:aait 
walk in the ſtatutes of life, without committin:3 ini 
c xs we would hope to live, Ezek, - xxxil. 14+: 
7 follows the ſoul up fo, that it ſays, 1" thou +Ze#p 
whole law, and yet offend in one point, thou at; 
ell, Jam. ii. to. I know ſome ſay that God ejmn 
ly require of us more than we can do. But thiz'd) 
men's awful blindneſs. "What! is it ; 
: 
'ared for 
'g d\ndt do, 
(ce. jtity's ſinner) God /ent his ſon todo. Ki: viii. 3. 
2. Souls under the old covenant are like end-ſer- 
, vants in this, that they can claim no right to th& inheri- 
: rance, or even to a continuance in the family, by | inay be 
| eurned away, notwithſtanding all that they haz: done, 
when the maſter thinks proper. —T be ſervans abideth - 
not in the houſt for ever ; but the ſon abideth err. Job. 
viii. 25. Since the law is broken, mar can clain;hot ing 
by it, but wrath and damnation. The /aw;;worke: 


Lre. works 
|. of the law, are under the curſe. Gal, iii. 10.: $0 that 
F after aJl cheir performances which they boaſt th;mſelves 
I in, the ſentence will juſtly be given out, and Fxecured 
| upon them.— Caf? out the bond-woman and ber*n ; for 

the ſon of the bond-woman, ſhall not be heir with: the ſon 


wrath, (Rom. iv. 15.) and as many as are of 


of the free-woman. | Io 
gy 3- Bond-ſervants, when they have toiled an&-Jabour-+ 
ed many years,are no more releas'd from their Bodage, 


4 
than es they began : ſo all that are under t8 Jaw, 
lerthem faſt twice in the week, and make mai;y "and 
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10 The F'ree-woman, ond 


long prayers, and be as exaQ as ever the Phariſees were, 
is all their walk.; yet | our Lord aſſures us, that they 
muſt have a righteouſneſs a; hay all this, or they can 


—By the deeds of the law, no fleſh living can bezuſtified 
in the fight of God. . So that .every unbelieyer, will 


eternally remain under . condemnation afterall their 
doing. Ah! deplorable caſe indeed ! well: might the 
apoſtle think that thoſe who. deſired to be under the 
law, did not hear it, por know its true nature and ftrift- 
did, they would ſoom cry (as acl 
and 


neſs. Surely if they 
lid at Sinar) for a mediator to ſtand between 
Fhem.—Hence I proceed, 

III. To ſkew who the free-women is, here ſpoken of. 
And by this I underſtand, firſt the glorious covenant of 
grace, made between the Father, and the Son, before 
the world began. Therefore God ſays, I have made « 
covenant with my choſen—T have laid help upon one that 
is mighty ; I have exalted one choſen out of the people. 
Plal. Ixxxix. 3. 19. The ſum of which covenant (for I 
cannot be lJarge-in deſcribing of it) is, That, the Son of 


fealy obey the law which we have broken, and bear the 
puniſhment dye unto us for fin, and ſo make reconcilia- 
tion for iriquity, and bring in an everlaſting righteouſ- 
neſs, thro? which God could be juſt, and yet the juſtifier 
of the ungodly :—As the fruit of which,. the Father 
engaged by the influences of the holy Spirit, effeftually 
ro draw many . of the ſons of men to Chriſt ; work 
faith in their hearts, juſtify and ſanRify their ſouls, and 
keep thers by his power, thro” faith unto eternal falyati- 
en : Heb, 2. 9—17. Pſal, 40. 6—8. Dan, 9. 24. 
Febn 16.7 —13- Kon. 8, 29, 30. 1 Pet. 1.25, 


ſetting aſide the Jaw, that ic eſtabliſhes, yea magnfies, 


and makes it honourable (Kon, 3. gt. 1/ar. 42. 21.) and 
CW$ 


inno cale enter inte the kingdom of heaven, Mate. v.20. 


God ſhould aſſume our nature, and in that nature per= . 


Which glorious plan,.is ſo far from deſtroying, or . 
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} Tews how heinous every breach of it is, & jen fc 
; that no tranſpreſſor of that law could "ef; "e 
uniſhment without a perfe@ ſatisfaQtion on yer\ 
Fen againſt it, But by Chriſt's obedience « ſuf cripgs 
there is a way opened wherein the greateſt? ſinner may 
be pardoned, and God's image be. re-inſtan-ged on his 
heart, and that he may come to enjoy all diy ine bleſſings 
here, and for ever more.. Hence the Lord} iys, T bis rs 
the covenant that 1 will make with the hou" 


God, and they /hall be to me 2 people. Heb. 
Further, by the free-woman is intended; Yhe 
church in her pure ſtariding—Hence in bar 
ſhe is called Feru/alem which is above—y.i1 
mother of us all (ver. 26.) So in -Heb. xi, 18=—24. it 
is ſaid that we gre not come 10 the mount that burned 
[ unta the 
,—— ts 


with fire, but we are come 19 mount Sion, 
' city of The living God, the heavenly Jeruſa:2n 
#he general aſſembly and church of the firſt-3F 
are written 1n heaven and to Feſus the 
the new-covenant, and ta the blood of ſpri4Wh 
ſpeaketh better things than that of abcl. *J 
inai the fiery law was proclaimed, whick*gendereth 
to bondage ; but now on mount Sen, or ih +3 church 
| of the living God, is proclaimed the goſpel: of peace, 
and falvation : and ſouls are brought to "eff: Faci 
fame. All the faints in heaven and earth; ma 
one catholic church : but it 1s in the goſpel ctr 
below thatGod appears to publiſh his grace, z: 
others in : therefore we je told that, law 
5 forth out of” Zion, and the word of the 5b 
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ex./2 Ip ſhort, by the free-woman, we may.under- 
and ; OF Iriou: = of ſalvation, laid in the eternal 
'mind from everlaſting, which in time has been made 
manifeſt, firſt by gradual diſcoveries thereof in the old 


reſtament, and by Chriſt's aQuall ing-in the 
| .vut ſalvation, are Foit<1, ca to 


fleſh, and 
Prouh himſelf, and 'twas afterwards confirmed-unto us, 
y.them that heard him, whereby the goſpel church 
was gathered, and increaſed: His uſual way of bring- 
ing others in, being to cauſe Zjon-to- trayail, and fo to 
bring forth. children ; for God is the Father, and the 
BY church the mother, | of all bg _— a 
% here (ver, 27.) adds a paſſage from the 54th atah, 
where, note, pul the Unit 4h chapter Kat, with 
the-happy fruits of Chriſt's ſufferings, -viz, "That he 
ſhould /ee his leed, juſtify many, &c. upon which the 
church who had been deſolate as a widow, is. comforted 
with adeclaration.that her maker is her husband,and chat 
ſhe ſhould have anumerous offspring,and her ſeed ſhould 
inherit the Geniiles, &c, — Which leads us 
. IV. To deſctibe the charafter and ſtate of her chil- 
dren. Andhere we are told, that (as. the child of the 
bond-woman was born after the fleſb, ſo) the child of the 
free-woman was by promiſe. God promig'd that ſon to 
Abraham long before he was conceived in the womb ; 
and he exerciſed a ſtrong faith-in that promiſe, by which 
he gave glory to Gad, Rom. 4. 20. And "twas through 
faith that Sargh alſo received ſtrength to conceive this 
ſced, Heb. xi. 1 1,—T here appeared nothing more than 
the aRtings of nature in//@mael's birth : but in/ac'sthere 
was faith on both ſides; which made him a wonderful ty 
of the ſeed here pointed at. He was promiſed before he 
had a being ; and ſo was every child of the-free-woman 


here ſpoken of : They were cho/en in Chriſt, before the 


eternal fe, ſo early, Tit, i, 2. Therefore Chriſt refers 
to 
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world began, Eph, 1. 4. And God that cannot lie,promiſed 
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cording to 
miſed to 
hea 


Job. vi. 37. Such are born, not of blood, nor of | tbe will 


ſpall ever be able to. ſeparate them from bis 


fleſh and blood Chriſt 2004 part of the ſame : that 


her Children "deſcribed. } 
yer, Job. . 


to this promiſe, .in' his glorious T 
Father, —glorify thy Son, that thy Sow alſo 0 
thee, As thou has given him er over all 7} 
he ſhould give eternal life, to as many @s thou : # x 
him, But this eletion of grace is not knovey 10. 
"till we are born again : therefore, as //aac wal. :born 
omiſe ; ſo every one of theſe whe#gre'1 
ſhall be converted in due time hence 
» All that the. F, ward > weth me, ſhall cori6 to me: 
wW 


ill in no wiſe'caſt out. 


and bt hs that cometh to me, 


of the fleſb, nor of the will of man, but of God. 41. i 
Theſe fouls.may well be called children ;of 
free-woman, becauſe, 11 
1, Theyare ſet free from that condemnat* 31, and © 
dreadful load of guilt which: they lay under;. before. 
There is now no condemnation to them which*are "in 
Chriſt Feſus,—fer the law of the ſpirit of life, $4 'Chriſt 
Jeſus, hath made them tree from the law of, 
death ; yea ſo that no things preſent, nor 


viii. 1, 2, 38, 39. Agreeable to this is "what ow» divine 
Maſter tells us, » yoÞ: v. 24. that be that begreth mz word, 
and bclirveth on him that ſent me, bath everlcſtt'y i 

and ſhall not come into condemnation ; but tis ht from 
death unto life, IÞ 

2. Theſe children are ſet free from fatan's t\if 

By nature they are his ſlaves : be is called the; Wmce 
of this world ; and the ſpirit that worketh: inthe 6 ildren 
of diſobedience. Joh. xii. 31. Eph. i. 2. Hence }. are 


rold that, Foraſmuch as the children ate parts; rs of 
A rouge 


death be might deftroy him that had ” power offfeath, 
that 15 the devil; and deliver them who through } a7, of 
death, were all their life-time ſubjeft to bondage ties: TH 
14, 15. Chriſt caſteth ſatan out, and takes from 7 all 
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 warit'of fin + but if the 
he frze deed, Joh. viii. 34, 36. And Paul told the 
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His armour, wherein he truſted, and divideth rhe /poilr- 

'Luke xi. 22. 4 

3. They may be called children of the free-womes, 

becauſe they are made free from the dominion. of fin.— 

Chriſt tells us that, 44 14+ committeth ſin, is the ſer- 
0 


n [hall make us free, we ſhall 


Romans,"that being made free pi: fin, they became the 
ſervants of Ged, had” their fruit unto holineſs, 'and the 
end everlaſting life : yea fays he, ſin ſhall not have de- 
minion over you ; becauſe ye are not under the law, but 
1id+r grace, Rom. vi..14, 22. Sin takes occaſion by the 
Jaw, and often beats down, and 6vercomes ſouls, when 

eſſay to reform and turn to the 'Lord, by throwing 


eh 
Y tha alle 5/6 and guilt in their yay, and re- 


preſenting to them, that ſach guilty'creatures as they, 


| can'never come to a holy God; and therefore they had 


better go on and get what pleaſure they can in fin, for 
they'll never have any thing better.—And God's own 
children are often woried here, when they have back- 
fliden from him; and fatan will not be wanting, to help 
to'\keep them back ':—hence he is called the accuſer of 
the brethren, which accuſeth them before God day. and 
night>=The ſpirit"of God convinceth of fin, and the 
devil ceuferh of fin ;"but bne ſpecial difference between 
them lies here, —The one ſhews us our tranſgreſſions 
in order to awaken us to repentance and reformation, 
and fays,” It rs high time to awake out of ſleep, and the 
trme paſt of our troes-may ſuffice, and more es ſaffice, 
 wherem te have ſerved fin : but fatan ſays, *tis in vain 
to tir now for there 18 no help for you. Nay be- 
cauſe ſoils are got once into his hike he claims a fort 
of propriety in ther; and if at any time they would at- 
tempt to reproveanother for iniquity, he will immedi- 
ately throw their own favlrs in their recth, and tell them 
that *tis In vain to pretend to deal with another, when 
they 
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ful to forgive us our ſins, and to cleanſe us' from3 


ber. Children deſcribed. 


they are ſo vile themſelves; and ſd, becauſe weh- 
done wrong, he would make 7hat a ſufficient a 
againſt our ever doing 71ght again, - O this cru&adver- 
fary ! how miſerably are ſinners befooled, tha«they*ll 
hearkens to him more than to Jeſus Chriſt !—Pac what 
ſhall a poor foul do when the tempter throws ſuc things 
in his way as he knows he- is guilty of ? he caz-t deny 
the charge. Why we are told that they everc. me him 
by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of thi x teſti= 
mony ; end they loved not their lives unto the deat, Rev. 
xii, 11. Therefore, O Soul, if ſatan tells thee;2f thy 
guilt, learn to overcome him. by flying immedis 'ely to 
the blood of the Lamb ; who, if we confeſs our*ins, 'is 
(not only merciful and gracious,but alſo) juſt an faith- 


righteouſneſs, 1 Joh. 1. 9. Does. the tempter. f 
ſins are very heinous ! Learn.to make that an-arp-ument 
with Chriſt, ſaying, Pardon O Lord mine iniquit;/; for 
14 is great, Pl, XXV. 11. Which leads me. 7 

4. To another. point of their freedom, which*$ open 
acce/i to God — When Adam had ſinned, he was:nrn'd 
out of Paradiſe, and cherubims, and a flaming. 
were ſet to guard the way of the tree of life, GeF3-24- 
But now theo? Chriſt we have acceſs by one Hp. nt to 
the Father, Zp4. 2. 18. Saints have not receiv;'} the 
ſpirit of bondage again to fear ; but they have re;ived 
the ſpirit of adoption, whereby they cry Abba F.#ber, 
Rom. 8. 15. And they may come with as great fre-4dom 
as children do to, a father, for the bleſſings they xecd, 
Luke 11.13. Yea, we are bid to be careful for noving,- 
but .in every thing by prayer. and ſupplicationgwith 
thankſgiving, to let our requeſt be made known to-t30d, 
Phil. 4. 6. Qnce more, 0; 

5. They are made free to ſerve God, and wik in 
tus ways, ſo that his commauds are not a yoke of bon ; 
but a law of liberty to their ſouls, Zem. 1, 25. Ai 


A 


©. 
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on the other (ide; the children of the bond-woman drag 
on like {laves, and they fay of God's ſervice, that 
wearineſs is it ? ſo the children of the free-woman obey 
him, not out of flaviſh dread ;- (but like free born m_ 
they ſerve him wITHoUT FEAR, in holineſs and righteoul- 
neſs before him all the days of their lives. Zu. 1. 74- 
75. Hence David reckons it his freedom to obferve the 
divine-will ; ſays he, Z will walk at LinexTY : for I 
ſeek thy precepts, Pal. 119, 45. And the faints at Ge- 
latia, being brought -into this freedom, the Apoſtle (in 


the words next after our text) chargeth them to-ſtand 
Saſt in that. liberty, wherewith Chriſt hath made them 


free ; and not to be entavgled again with the yoke of 
bondage. 
&. -- In ſhort, the children of the free-woman are freed 
From the condemnation of the law, from the power of 
" Gnand ſatan, and have freedom of ap to God 
thro” Jeſus Chriſt ; and it is made their and |i- 
berty to walk in holineſs all their days, and they have 
the liberty of Chriſt's houſe, *and have a right to all the 
privileges. of the ſons of God here, and are heirs of an 
1ncorruptible inheritance above; and by and by they 
ſhall be received to that glory : and in the great tay, 
their bodies ſhall be raiſed from the duſt, and ſhall b 
delivered from the "9% 4 of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the fons of God. Rom. 8. 21, 23.—And when 
the bond-woman, and all her children ſhall be caſt out 
ove ourer-darkneſfs : then ſhall theſe children of the 
ree-woman be openly received to enjoy the kingdom, 
prepared for them before the Foundation of wan) Wa 
Adat. 2 Ln | 
Let us now proceed to ſome Improvement. of what 
has been ſaid, 
USE T. We may here ſee the great folly of all 
thoſe that ſeek ſalvation,” cicther in whole, or in- part by 
| their own doings, - 'This-mount S51195 gendretly to bon» 
| A, dage, 
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e, and thoſe who would get life by the law/zt %m 
_ before it and ſee the rare bo and —Þ ge 
hear the thundrings and the fiery law, that cont's from 
thence. Surely if ſouls come here, they will $a ſee 
the need of a Mediator to ſtand between © thiin and 
this God, who is a conſuming fire, Alas ! he:7 blind 
are men, that they ſhould ever imagine that t?ey can 


ſatisfy divine juſtice, or get life by a broken lag Tell 
me ye that deſire to be under the law ; do you Ot hear 


the, law ? What does it ſay ? Why it ſays, /the wicked 
reſtore the pledge, give again that be'bad robbes,* walk 
in the ſlatutes of life wiraouT comMITTIRG Ryiquity, 
he ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not die, Ezek. 23. +7. Ob. 
ſerve the terms well, you muſt reſtore the pledz;z, give 
again that you have robbed ; not only what yi have 
unlawfully taken from your fellow-men, but afi3 what 
you have done againſt the eternal God ; for ti. ſays; 
ou have robbed me, even this whole nation, ME, 2. 9: 
You mult fully pay that dreadful debt, and walk:in the 
Katutes of lite for the future, without ever. cor:iyirting 
another ſin, elſe there's no. life by that law, —IFf\y, 5 ſay, 
at this is too ſtrait ; be intreated to look a littleSkrther 
into the nature of the Jaw,and you will find it is {trait 


that Heaven and Farth will paſs awway, before o-2 tictle 


of the law can paſs away, ?ull all be fulfilled, Mart, CF. 
18. When God treats with men in the old covert, he 
deals with them according to the firit tenor of 5+ 
when he treats with them in the covenantof gra&; then 
tho* their debts are very great, yet, when they kewve Ao- 
thing to pay, be frankly forgroes them all, Lukt-5. 42. 
But ſinners vainly expe ſome of the bleſiings grace, 
while they yet cleave to the law. bk 
USE 1. Hence we may learn who have; right 
to the privileges of the Hew covenant.: viz, thazp (and 
thoſe only) who. are born again. The children; if the 
f:ce- womin partake of her bleſſings ; bur the e\dren 
i 1 


C TY of 


18 Baptiſm belongs only to the 


of the botid-womin, ſhall not be heirs with the children 
of the free-womman. TI ain fenfible that there are ma 
contentions among profeſſors of religion about theſe 
things. Many think that finmers _y claim a right to 
ſome of the promiſes of grace : particularly ſuch as theſe 
— Aft alt ye Jhull recerve, ſetk thil ye ſhall find. And 
- any man latk wiſdom, let him off of God, who prveth 
ali men tiberally, and upbraideth not, and 1t ſhall be 
given him.—PBur if they 1ook a little further, they are 
old that they muſt /# 1 ſaith, if they would think to 
receive any thing from the Lord, Fam. 1.5; 6; 7.* In- 
deed here God appeals to their conſciences, - and fays, 
are not ty ways equal? (Ezck: 18.) are not your ways 
unequal ? Tf you Keep under the old covenant, I deal 
with you according to the tenor of it : if you perfealy 
obcy its precepts, you ſhail haye the bleſſings promiſed: 
but he that offends in one poine is gailty of all ; and 
then there is 1176h/ation and wrath ups every foul of man 
that doeth evil, Rom. 2. 9. The promiſes and rhreatnings 
of the old covenant belong te the children of the old 
covenant : and the promrſes of the new covenant belong 
only to her children. Hence fach alone are ftiPd being 
of promiſe, who have fled for refuge to lay hold on "the 
Þope et before us, Heb. 6. 17, 18. None others can 
claim the promiſes of grace, for, 117 the promiſes of God 
1W Chriſt Fefus, are yea, and in Wim amen, 2 Cor. 1. 20. 
Therefore ro thoſe only thit come to, and receive him 
goes he give power (or privilege) to become the ſons of 
God, 70h. 1. 12. And if fons, then heirs, to all the 
bleſſings of heaven, Rom. 8. 17. —And as theſe alone are 
heirs to'thoſe etertial bleflings ; fo none others have & 
righ 
__ _— grant that all the bleſſings of grace are held forth to = 
world by way of promiſe, (See AR. u. 39, Gal. g, 4) But I 
wonder how any think to claim a right to the promiſe without be- 
lieving it. The inſtant that the finner receives the promiſes as truth, 
ke commences a believer : Hence, the ſcripture hath concluded all 
under fin, that the promiſe by failh of Jeſus Chrift might be given to 
them that believe. Gal. 1. 22. 7 
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right to the ſpecial privileges of Chriſt's houſe b:xe be- 
low : this I hall enlarge more \ J 

As for preaching,exhortation,&c.. God bas giz* them 
forth in general to the world, and calls all me: every 
where to repent : But ſome imagine that the Lars ſup- 
per was appointed for a converting ordinance : $ ſo 
that unconyerted perſons, qught to + to It 
Bur if jt was Mo for converſion, ſurely tg 
fane bave as much need of that as any ; tho? PO is 
that this is childreg's bread, and therefore by vj means 
to be given to dogs. Mazz. vii. 6, Many others: nk that 
Baptiſm is not confined only to ſaints, but HE. cir 
tural offspribg are alſo to partake of it, _ Ang. 
that the main arguments for both, are fetch'd fs 
conſtitution of the old-teſtament-church, holding that to 
be moddled according to the new-covenant :*hough 
here in our context, we are told that, This Ngar- i 


and is tin bondage. with her. chilgr $-ne ; 
church in her legat ſtanding ; that c if 
pel-chareh gal wide apart as theold coveru Lis 
the new. '1o Heb. viii. the covenant at Srmai, j- "called 
Od; and God fays expr ery that the new-colepant is 
Kot accerding ta 7 at old conſtitutionzye are 
told, was then r to web away, ver. 9, 13: The 
original conſtitution of that church was ſu > Of took 
in whole houſholds, and ſo a whole nation: 
generation - (being born of profeſſors of that {dig 
gave a right to circumciſion, and ſq to: all the 
of that church ; And a being bought with, an BR} | 
money, gave the ſervant a right bath tg circumck;vo and 
the paſſaver, Exod. xil. 44 And the covenzAit- that 
Meoſes mentions iv Dewt. xxix. tagk in {uch as-*ad not 
an heart to perceive, eyes ta ſee, nor ears 10 beats But 
Paul ſhews clearly that in the new-reſtament, T ej tvldrevs 
of the fleſh are net the children of Ged: but the Aldren 
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of the promiſe are counted for the ſeed, Rom. ix. 8. And 
leſt any ſhould fay that a being born after the fleſh, 
meait an unlawful birth, he immediately adds the in- 
Nance of Facob & Eſau,as exaftly parallel, who were not 
only both born-of one mother, but alſo at one time ; and 
yet E/au was in as bad a s [ſbmael, ver. 10—13- 
Bur what will, I apprehend, fer this matter in the 
Cleareft light, is to conſider it in the line of type and an- 
type. —It is abundantly ſhewn- in ork vm de that the 
Zew:ſh church, and the forms and ordi 


nances thereof, 
did ſhadow forth, and typify heavenly things, Heb. viii. 
2—6. and ix. 9,23,24, &c. The ſeed of Abraham, [/aat 
and //rae!'s being qeletied out of other nations,and being 
Fredeem'd wich almighty power, and bro't near to God, 
F'to be his peculiar people, and to partake of thoſe ordi- k 
nances and privileges which no other nation then enjoy- 8 
ed, did remarkably ſhadow forth God's ſpiritual //raef, 
whom he hath choſen and by almighty grace redeemed p® 
Out of every kindred, tongue, people and nation. Rev.v.9, 
And as the Lord faid to fac! at Sinai; Ye ſball be 
unto me a kingdom of prieſts, (Exod. xix. 6.) fo theſe 
| [| ſaints ſay, T hou haſt made' us unto our God kings and 
Elks prieſts, ver. 10. And in the fore-mentioned gth of Ks- 
if mans, Paut evidently ſhews, that as 1/ae! literally, was 
choſen out of other people : fo that Fae! ſpiritually are 
choſen out, from among both Ferws and Gentiles, The 
ſame apoſtle calls the old-teſtament diſpenſation the 
Letter ; and the new-teſtament, the Sp#rit, 2 Cor. iii. 6. 
'Thar church had a literal houſe and temple where 
God's name was fixed, and his worſhip confined, Deus. 
x11. 13. 1 Xing. yiii. 29. 

But in the new-teſtamentwe are confined to no place, 
(Zobn iv. 21.) but the ſaints are God's houſe, 'who are 
builded for his habitation thre the ſpirit, Eph. ii, 20,—22: 
That old remple was built with ſtones which Hiram's 
{eryants hewed ; but this with Iro:ly (or living) flones ; 


that 
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that was a'worldly ſanFuary, (Heb. g. 1.) — is 2 
ſpiritual bouſe ;—there - was offered fleſhly” |: crifices; 
but here ſpiritual* ones, acceptable” to God *1y Jefi 

Chriſt. 1 Pet. ii, 5.—* Henee,” an outward ?Feanſing 


CO OLT ER FI 
A.  MEadd - F 
| % 


xii. 2, 3. which is,that when a woman had bornez# man- 
child, the ſhould be unclean ſeven days; *and* :n the 
eighth day he ſhould be "circumciſed':'#. e.-he n2aſt be 
circumciſed as ſoon as he was clean; which by Ge way 
proves undeniably, - that circumciſion in it's otighzal a 
intment, was defign'd to be a part of the” cergjwonial 
aw ; notwithſtanding what many ſay 'to the cottrary. 
Therefore from henee I conclude, that as outwardiflean- 
neſs was neceſſary” in order for circumciſion ; anif'none 
might partake of it without ; fo that ſpiritual clejanefs 
is abſolutely neceſſary now, in order be any to Hreive 
Baptiſm, or the Lord's Supper aright. | £L 
Theſe brief hints may furniſh us with an eaſy 3xifiver 
to many objeQions, that are often urged againſt 044 te- 
fuſing to give theſe precious ordinances to the viton» + 
ted, 


baptized auth water Baptitm. Af. x. 47, 48. and xi-/16, with is 
fuch an evidence for our pratticc, 23 1 nsvci yet fee any WELLS on 
that ie pretend (0 contute, : Mi 
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verted, I ſhall ſpeak more particularly as to Baptiſm, 
and that will ſufficiently anſwer the other ; for none 
will plead' for perſons coming to. the Lord's Supper, 
who have not @ right to Baptiſm. 
1. Objet, God ſays to Noah, Hub thee will 7 
eſtabliſh my covenaut—and come thou ond all thy houſe 
ants the ark, Gen. vii, 18: And Peter tells us that the 
like figure whereunto, even bapliſm doth now ſave us, 
(not 1 putting away of the filth of the fleſh, but the ane 
fever of a good conſcience towards God) by the reſurrece 
tion of Feſus Chriſt, 1 Pex. iii. 21, Hence we conclude 
that now, children are taken into covenant with their 
parents, and they ought to anſwer a good conſcience in 

zbaving of them baptized. 
y Anſ. That which fav'd 'em was the ark that Noob 
FÞuile, which was a clear type of Chriſt : and as the old 
world was deſtroy'd when Noah enter'd into the ark ; 
Jo ſhall the wicked when the Son of Man cometh for 
the ſalvation of his people, Mai. xxziv. 38, 29. But 
what is moſtly hinged upon, is Noa#'s childrens going 
in, on their father's right. Tho? they were ſav'd only 
with a temporal ſalvation, which can't entitle to goſpel 
church- privileges. But what will you do with this here? 
the diſpate is commonly about infant b2ptiſn : but here 
is nothing like an infant, for they were all married meg 
and women ; Neab and his wife, and his /ons and their 
wives : and where is the perſon in our days that will 
baptize ſuch, only on their parents right ? Thus by jum- 
bling type and antitype together, perſons run themſelves 
into a ſad d:/emmg': whereas if ' we take them diſtin, 
the caſe is ealy. Noah, as well as the ark he built, did 
tipify Chriſt : his children were faved, fo are allChriſt's 
children : Noab's children went voluntarily into the 
ark, at God's command, Gen. vii 1, 7 ; ſo maſkeach 
one of us perſonally believe on the Lord Jeſus Qhriſt, 
and anſwer a good conſcience towards God in obeying 
his 


bleſſings there; and in conclufion that Chriſt he 
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Obje#4, 2. But the Lord made the covenant | i grace 
with fab and faid, I will be « God to thetgand t» 
thy ſeed afier thee ; and fo took his feed into {Zyenant | | 
with himfelf, which is called an everlaſting 06;3m0me 3 
and as a token thereof, ordered him ro circu his 
children, Ger. xvii. So we believeithat now « Aldren | 
are in covenant with their parents,and onght to-b{+ bap- 
tized :—hence Peter ſays on the day of peaticift, to 
thoſe who were pricked to the heart, Repent \xnd be - 
baptized, — for the promiſe 15 unto you, and your ef} dren, 
Atts n. 

Anf. This is the main hinge on which all mY Ccon- 
troverſy turns; therefore 1 will be a little more-: parti= 
cular upoh it, And firſt let ns obſerve that Abs; 
ſtood in a double capacity.—As he ſtood perſonalf, bes 
fore God, the covenant of grace 'was'no more mad; with 
him, than with any faint in rhe world.  'The'goſpit! 
preached unto him, ( Gal. i. 8.) and he believed ;; 
was counted unto him for righteonfneſs, Rom. iv.ih.— 
But as he ftood a rype of Chriſt, he Jappear'd arz the 
viſible head of the Few!/s Charch, and the covhant. 
was made with him, and his ſeed after him, and 
were all rakeninto'the church, and many favours! were 
granted, or Pour fo them, —Nextly, let us exayine 
who his ſeed are : and here I find that his ſeed is Xo 
in three ſenſes in feriprure. 

1. His natural feed, which includes all that deſeihd- 
ed from his loins : Theſe were all raken into thay - 
pical covenant ; and they had the privilege of! Ks 
oracles of God, ad the outward ordinances of his tor» 
ſhip, which no other natign then enjoy'd : they had he 
promiſe of the land of Canaan, and of many outwiird 
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come. out of that nation ;—and they had- the firſt pro» 
clamation of the goſpel Rom. iii. 1, 2, and 9, 4+ 5+ _ 
2. Chriſt is Abrabam's ſeed, in whom all the families 
of the earth ſhall be bleſſed, Gal. iii. 16. and ſungry ,of 
theni ancient promiſes evidently point directly to himyn 
whom alone they are fulfilled. 
.. All ſaints are Abrabem's ſpiritual children, — 
» Therefore 11 is, of faith; that it might be by grace ; to the 
end the promiſe mightbe ſure toll the ſeed,not to that only 
which 15 of the law, but to that alſo which 1s of the faith 
of” Abraham, tho 1s the father of us ell, Rom, iv. 16: 
Now as to. theſe ſeed, God is indeed: their God. in co- 
venant, which covenant and the bleſſings of it are eyer- 
laſting. But thentake notice that, though all ſaints are 
Abraham's children, yet they are not al) made fathers 
as he was... He is the father of us all; and they that 
be of faith are his children. Gol. iii. 7. As he ſtood the 
head and father of that nation and church, he was as has 
been. obſerved, a type of..Chriſt who is our everlaſting 
father. (Iſa. is. 6.) and is bead. over all things to bis 
church. (Eph... 22.). In which ſenſe no meer man upon 
earth now ſtands as Abraham did. —Now 1f we take 
theſe things diſtin, there is no difficulty ; but to jum- 
ble them together, leads into. endleſs confuſion, 
Typically, all 4brahan's poſterity were in covenant, 
both believers and unbelievers : and anti-typically all 
his ſpiritual ſeed are inthe covenant of grace, bothews 
ang Gentiles, Rom. iv. 11, 12. And ſothat text is limited 
in A. i. 39. which is ſo much inſiſted upon, The 
promiſe 1s unto you and to your children, and to all that 
are afar off, EVEN as MANY as the Lord our God ball 
call. 'T here is the limits 3 as many of us, and of our 
children as are effeQtually called, are heirs of promiſe, 
and no others Heb. vi. 17, 18. and is. 15. And to cut 
this matter ſhort, we in general don't pretend to be 
Abt abam's natural ſeed ; then ſhew me F you can, bow 
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the natural ſeed of believing Gentiles as ſuch, & 


er be- 
come Abraham's ſpiritual children : that which born 
of the fleſh, is #:6 : and how came thoſe who 2je only 
your fleſhly poſterity,any way to be Abrahant's tied ?— * 
If you ſay that you are Abraham's ſeed, and they ia 
to you, as his did to him.—Then let me enquirtiwhere 
God has ſhewn you that you ſhall be a father of: 
nations, and that a church ſhall ſpring from you;1 
ſhall be large, and that natural,inftead of ſpirit &rt birth 
ſhall bring perſons into it ? Here lies the pinchivf the 
point ; a being born atter the fleſh did bring thin 1 
the 7Zewiſh church, which is eviderit- becauſe, TI} 
were not circumciſed, they muſt be cut off frozjj their 
people. (Gen: xvii. 14.) which could not be if the#! were 
not in; for there is' no caſting any out of the;fhurch 
that are not in it. Which if it be the caſe now uni}er the 
goſpel, then we have a fleſhly and not a ſpiritual church, 
direfly contrary to many texts that I have mentf>ned, 
and ſcores more that might be bro't-to the ſame pI? 
Here ſome bring Rom. xi. to-prove that the 1i4jits of 
the church ftand the fame now as formerly, tyly- is 
changed into different hands. Becavſe from a ſin$litude 
of the olive-tree, is repreſented the rejeftion 43! the 
eros, and the reception of the Gentzles, to arte of 
that which is called the root and fatneſs of the olrv.i tree ; 
which they take to be a pry of the ſame, c;like, 
external, as well as internal priviteges : fromwh: { ce 19 
argued the rightof profeſſors now to baptize thett/chil- 
dren, becauſe the Fews circurnciſed theirs —But'Þy the 
root and olive-tree,, I underſtand, Abrabam typxally, 
and Chriſt ſpiritually, who is plainly pointed at v4: 
26, 27. He 2s the vine, his people are the branches:tJob. 
xv. 5.) The Jews were broken off thro' undeliet4; and 
the Gentiles were © graffed in, and ſtand only dy; fairh, 
yer. 20. So that what eppezrs from hence 1s, thz+/troe 


faith is abſolutely neceſſary, in order for any fovtn 
we 
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to partake of theſe grear bleſſings, deſcribed by the root 
and fatneſs of the olive ; which bleſſings the Zerws loſt 
by unbelief, tho? it is called herr orwn olrve-tree, ver. 24. 
and they had the firlt offer of grace whenChrilt came. — 

Therefore whatever privileges are intended by the 
root and fatneſs of the olive, it is evident that as the 
branch mult have a living union to the tree, or vine, in 
order to receive nouriſhment therefrom ; fo every —_ 
fon, both great and ſmall, muſt by Faith be unite 
Chriſt, in' order to partake of them favours ; which 
ſhews, that no arguments can be drawn from hence to 
prove that any others are ſubjefts of baptiſm but real 
ſaints. 

Objef. 3. But it is evident that in old time, God did 
grant to the children of thoſe who were eminently god- 
ly,many !avours and privileges that he did nor'to others: 

and fo the prophet ſpeaking concerning the- Jaſt rimes, 
tells the ſaints that they ſhall be the /ced of the —_ 
ef the Lord, and their off Spring with them, Ifa. Ixv. 2 
and there is much more in ſcripture to the ſame vUr- 
poſe; from whenee we cannot but-think, that children 
now are taken into covenant with their parents, and 
therefore have a right to baptiſm. 

Anf. The ht part of this objection is undoubted 
truth, but the conſequence draws from it, I think has 
no founcation in feripture : for "a great part of the 
favours thus granted, are only of a temporal na- 
ture ; and that not only to children, but  alfo to 
other friends round, "Thus for inſtance, not only Voa#'s 
and Z2t's children were faved from being drowned and 
burnt up : bur Kebab the harlot's father and mother, 
brothers and fiſters, alſo were preferved from being 
flain, for her ſake, becauſe ſhe received the fyies with 
peace. 79/b. 11. 13. and 6. 23, 24.-- And how ofiet'doce 
God fpeak of preſerving the kingdom, and the privi- 
leges of 1 it, in the hands of the polierity of David his 
ſervant, 


Children of the Free-woman, 


ſervant, for their fathers ſake. 1 Kings 11, 13; 
36. 2 Chron. 21. 7. 1ſa. $7. 35. 50 that lt 4p 
that a great part of the favours thus given, ar(y. 
temporal nature, which no waysentitles to goſpel;hurch 
privileges :—If it did, parents or brethren of thy godly 
might claing a right to them, as well as children,FiYer, 
2. If any ſpiritual fayours are ſhewn to childrey for 
their parents fike, they are either the advantage F their 
godly examples, counſels and inſtruftions, and $3e en- 
joyment of the outward means of grace, (chiefly.ijecauſe 
unta them are committed the oracles of God. Romv%ii.—) 
Or elſe out of regard to his ſaints, and in anfrrer to 
their prayers, the Locd is pleas'd ro power out þF3 ſpirie 
on them, and fayingly turn *em to himſelf : thn. we 
readily own that they have a right.to atl the prnileges 
of the ſons of God. — / will pour out my ſpirit Nha thy 
feed, and my bleſſing upon thine off-/pring :—WhFz then 
is the conſequence ? why; one /ball ſay, 4 am the aard's : 
and anather ſhall call himſelf by the name of Jacolr;: and 
another ſhall ſubſeribe with his hand unto the Leg], and 
fir-name himſelf by the name of Iſrael. 1fai. xlive42, 5. 
Note, firſt God's ſpirit is pour'd npon *em, ans then 
they openly confeſs him. But what proof i; there 
from hence, that unconvertcd children have a tijhe to 
church privileges? 'The Lord in comforting 7Þ»n, in 
Ifa. liv. 13. fays, 4/1 tby chiudren fvall be ta apbt of 
God: which chapter the'\apoſtie quotes in_our tantexr, 
to deſcribe the | at ; and then adds, Ji, bre- 
thren are her childrex : all which ſhews,: tat the 
churches children in a goſpel ſenſe, ar2 only Te{3; faines. 
The ſame appears alfo from what God faid rs7:;emieb, 
concerning the new covenant, that he weuld maye with 
his people : not according to the covenant that F3 made 
with 1/rael, when -they came out of - Egypt >: which 
new covenant, is a writing his law in their hei}ts, &c. 
and in deſcribing the extent of it, he ſays, Theyipall all 
D 3 Fi | Chara: 
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know me, from the leaſt of them, unto the greateſt of 
them, ſaith the Lord : for I will forgive their iniquity ; 
and I will remember their fin no mare. From which it 
is evident to a demonſtration, that none are attually in 
the covenant, but ſuch as know God, and _ have their 
fins forgiven. This is applied to the goſpel-ſtate in 
Heb. vui. 

Further Jet it. be obſerved, that this point, of favours 
being ſhewn to children for their godly parents ſake, was 
no ways confined to circumciſion of old, becauſe, it ap- 
pears before, in the time, and afrer that was inſtituted. 
Before, it appeared in Noah's tamily,as obleryed above. 
—T: the time of it, we may ſee the ſame in Zot's houſe, 
and that not only to his immediate offspring, but alſo 
many generations after, God ſhews ſome regard to hig 
poſterity for his ſake, Devt. ii.g, 19. Yet none of them 
were circumciſed —And after circumciſion was inſtitut- 
e&d in 17ael, the ſame appears without any ſpecial refe- 
rence to that, as may be ſeen in the family of Phrnebas, 
.David, and others, though all the reſt of 7/7 ael. were 
circumciſed as well as they: which proves that God's 
beſtowing ſome fayours on. ſaints children,that he didn't 
to others of old, never could argue any right to circum- 
cition, without an expreſs command : then ſurely no 
proof can from hence be drawn for baptizing believers 
feed now, without the plain direQtion of the lawgiver, 

Obje&. 4. According to this, you make as tho” ſaints 
in goſpel-times have not ſo great privileges as they had 
under the Jaw : but we believe them to be greater now 
than then, | 

Anſ. 1..,n order to ſolve this difficulty,*tis neceſſary 
to conſider what were truly the privileges that they en- 

*joy'd under the law. And Paul plainly ſhews that their 
chief privileges were the enjoyment of the oracles of 
God, Ram. iii. 1, 2. which were as means for their con- 
yerhon and ſalvation : and that they might not partake 
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of theſe means without being circoniciſed is manifitibe 
canſe that Chriſt himſelf when he ſent out his aptſtles 


before be had by his death aboliſhed the ew: | ere» 


- monies, forbid their preaching to the Gentiles or uma» 


ritens, but only to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of ;;Faek, 

Mart. x. 5, 6. But now our children may enjoy ctheſe 
means with vaſtly greater clearneſs than they, I. 
being baptized. 

Should any here ſay that Baptiſm is a means fe con» 
verſion, and as ſuch ought to be uſed for childrez | 
reply, that I conceive this was the footing upon % 
the baprizing of infants was firſt introduced nj} 
world : tho' I doryt pretend to be much acquiz 
with the hiſtory of thoſe times, yet I gather this? 
the account that Pedobeptiſis themſelves give © oF this 
affair. Mr. Clar+ in his late defence of the divine; [right 
of Intant-Baptiſm; though he can produce no e7prels 
mention of infants being baptized in the two + 0kons 
dred years after Chriſt ; yet he would perſwade w; |that . 
the fathers of the third century had the apoſtles ijjinds 
and praftice right in this matter, who plainly mation 
it. But one of the firſt paſſages that he cites 18 Fretn St. 
Origen in theſe expreſſions, viz, * It is for that fz;afon 
« becauſe by the - _—_— of Baptiſm the polluizgn of 
* our birth ts tahen away, that infants are baprizety” P. 
111. 4nd hence they frequently called Baptiſm, Fege- 
neration : which language the church of England;Zztain 
to this day. Burt if all were regenerated who are Fink: 
led in infancy, ſurely we ſhould ſee other men of): em, 
than multitudes of them appear fo be. And the fotion 
of the pollution of our births being waſhed away = this 
outward application of water, jooks ſo abſurd, ar | 
would perſwade myſelf that *tis needleſs ———_ '$ 10 
ſtand to confute it. — Were it needful, what the yoted 
Mr. "7o/eph Allen (a Pedobaptiff) | in bis alarm : 
unconyerted, P. 10. lays down, is ſomewhat to thiapur- 
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poſe. Says he, * Tt is not the end of Baptiſm to rege- 


*« nerate, 1. Becauſe then there would be no reaſon why 
*« jr ſhould be confined only to the feed of believers,for 
& both the law of God, and the nature of charity re- 
** quires us to uſe the means of converſion for all; as far 
 « aswe can have opportunity, Were this true,no ſuch 
**..charity as to catch the children of the T urks andHea- 
& thens, and baptize them, and diſpatch them to hea- 
« yen out of hand, like the bloody wretches that made 
* the poor proteſtants (to fave their lives) ſwear they 
« would come to Maſs, and that they would never de- 
« part from it, and then put them forthwith to death, 
« faying, T hey would hang them while in a good mind. 
«2, Becauſe it pre-ſuppoſeth regeneration, and there- 
*« fore can't be intended 'to confer it. In all the ex- 
« preſs inſtances in ſcripture, we find that Baptiſm doth 
*« fuppo'e their repenting, believing receiving the Holy 
« Ghoſt, 42. viii. 37. & ii. 38.& x. 37. Mark xvi.16.” 

I alſo obſerve in Mr. Clark that there is as early 
mention of Godfrthers, and Godmothers as there is of 
infants right to Baptiſm. P. 105. He likewiſe ſpeaks of 
a diſpute that .after roſe among the churches whether 
infants might be baptized as ſoon as they were born, or 
not till eight days old : which affair was fertled by a 
council in Cyprien's time. All which make me ik 
that inſtead of having this patrern from the apoſtles, 
theſe things were introduced gradually among many 
other corruptions of thoſe times. 

Anfw. 2, It you think we muſt have as many ex- 
ternal ordinances of worſhip as they of old, or elſe that 
our privileges arelefs, yow are greatly miſtaken, fer 'tis 
juſtlyreckoned a great favour to have that large hand- 
writing of ordinances taken out of the way. Col. ii. 14. 
_ The 7ews had three ſtated fz2/?s in which all their 
Males were to appear before God. (Deut. xvi. 16.) 
But there is but one fiatcd ordinance in the goſpel- 
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church which is 1ſo- called, 1 Czr.v. 8. and whif.will 
ſay that our privileges are lefs than the Zews - bytauſe 
of that ? Much of the glory of that church wi# out- 
ward (as of circumciſion the Lord fays, My ceznant 
ſhall be tn your fleſh. Gen. xvil. 13.) and. they 3 
great deal of outward ſplendor:;—1in particulaz-their 
temple built by Solomon, doubtleſs far ſurpaſſeg} auy 
houſe that any goſpel-church now: on es $8 to 
mect in : . yet that don't prove our privileges to by leſs _ 
than theirs. 4 
Anſ. 3- Aaron was choſen God's high-prieſt «; old, 
and then the prieſthood was limited to his naturat:Jeed 
and the Lord fays of his grandſon Phinehas, B&1old 
give unto him my covenant of peace : and be ſbalF-have i 
it, and his ſeed afier him, even the covenant of ant xver> 
laſting prieſthood ; becauſe be was zealous for hit. G 
and made an atonement for the children of 1/rael. 
xxV 12, 13. Now mark—here is an everlaſting: 'cove- 
nant, made with Phinehas, as well as with Ani; bam; 
but who will fay, that goſpel miniſters privileges aze leſs 
now, than thoſe miniſters of God's ſanftuary weregiben 
unleſs the miniſtry may now be limitedto their t; 
poſterity ? A. part of the prieſts work was to teach; 
Ged's Judgments, and Tjroel bis law. (Deut; xxxiti/. 10.) 
which is the work of goſpel-miniſters now. Mural 
wth and ſome outward ceremonies then bro't av 
o the church, and- into the prieſthood: bugtnow 
ſpiritual birth, and the work of God's grace 1s neetary, 
in order to bring fonls aright, into the church” at{1 mio 
the miniſtry. As to both, it tlien ran. in'a naturg, but 
now in a ſpiritual line : and there is every whit a&mach 
reaſon to. plead thar miniſters in theſe rimes, mutt; baye 
all their off-ſpring maintained by the offerings #4 the 
people ; and that none may come into the miniſtF, but 
their ſeed ; (Devt. xviii. 1—5.) or elle their pri leges 
are cut ſhort ; as to ſay, that church-members 2 jon 
have 
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have all their children baptized, to prevent a complaint 
of their privileges being abridg'd. 

What has been faid may be ſufficient to anſwer that 
objeQion that is often urged, viz. "That childten were 
once in covenant, and where were they cut off ? For 
they were only in a typical covenant, as\ has been 
flrewn : But when  Fohn the baptiſt cameto prepare the 
way for the evangelical adminiſtration, he told the Zews 
to think no more about having Abraham to their father ; 
for God was able of ſtonesto raiſe up children unto. Abra- 
ham. qd. Abrahan's children are now to be reckoned in 
another line ; therefore think no more of having a right 
to ordinances, only by virtue of natural generation. 
And he plainly ſhews that evidences of repentance are 
peceſſary now in. order for any to partake of baptiſm ; 
Matt. 3.8, g. So that unconverted children were only 
in that old covenant, wich was then ready to vani/h 
away (Heb. 8. 13.) None are in the new-covenant, 'till 
God's law is writen in their hearts (ver. 10.) and fuch 
never can be cnt off. 

Neither will there need much more to be ſaid vpon 
the diftinftion that is made between the external admi- 
niſtration"and mternal efficacy of the covenant, This 
Mr. Cari fiſts much upon * : And he owns that none 


are 
® In his anfxver to Dr. Gill, on infant baptiſm ; I will recite ugg 
ys words, p. 246. 'He lays,” * A-man may be in the covenant® 
«« grace, in _ref{pect of jts vifible adminiftration—and yet he may not 
* bein the covenant of grace in regard of it's ſpiritual difpenfation 
« and-efficacy. "This is the caſe of allcloſe hypocrites, p. 268. The 
« invifible church conſiſts of all,and only real Saints.——all the mem- 
« bers of this inviſible church, it will be granted, are in the cove- 
« nant of grace, in regard of its ſpiritual efticacy.” And further 
on he declares, that * Chriſt hath promiſed ſalvation to thoſe only 
« who believe in therr hearts, as well as confeſs with their mouths, 
* Þ- $49.” And now what place has Mr. Clark got in the church 
to, put children in, before they believe ? I confeſs 1 can fee none but 
only along with hypocrites, to whom he acknowledges Chrift has 
not promſed ſalvation, but to thoſe oxly who believe in their hearts : 
and if it be a very great privil: ge to be in ſuch a place, then he may 
have ſome colonr for complainug bf our cutting children off from 
lome valnable priv.iege, by not baptizing of them before they are 
converted, 


but their children were in the former external agiai 
{tration, and fo he thinks they are now. © But 
former adminiſtration was typical, and the latter 
tual, as has been ſufficiently ſhewn ; and it he 3} note 
now a Jew, which is one outwardly ;—but that hg 


2. 28, 29. then ſurely there is no more place hey: 
children, than any others, till.their hearts are'chan- 
And a few words may alſo ſuffice 'ro confury! 
argument that is fram'd from the fimilitude*;! 
king's giving out a patent, or grant of land, and/'cer- 
tain privileges, to a number of perſons, andthe 
heirs, ſealed with red wax ; and afterwards ſhouty 
it in, and put a new ſeal, in white wax to theme 
patent : that in ſuch a caſe there would be tig ned of 
expreſſing anew, who were intereſted in it.” > rom. 
whence is argued that *tis the ſame covenant and; 'jrant” 
that believers have now, which was given to Abrizvam, 

only that was ſeal'd with a red or bloody ſeal, 
with a white one *®. But, (to uſe this way of ſpe 
the difference appears vaſtly great, for the old” & 
to Abraham contained a promiſe of a numero; 
ſpring, that he ſhould be a father of many natione;” 
kings ſhould come out of his loins, that "they:F; 
be God's viſible covenant people, and they*tiiould 
have the land of Canaan for an everlaſting poſſ;ſhon, 
(Gen. xvii, 2—$. The head and capital -ofraytich-. 
country was Jeruſalem. Whereas the 'new®; litent 
is given to Jeſus Chriſt the antetype of Abrabam,>:yhich 
is juſtly called a beitar covenant, eftabliſhed upon. Yetter 
promiſes, Heb. vin. 6. He has the promiſe of th} 
then for his inheritance, and the uttermoſt $3 
. mes? Cu *->\5;jearth 


®* Vide Mr, Dickin/ox's dialogue on infant-Vaptiſm., j 
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earth for his poſſeſſion z and all that can claim a right 
to the bleſſings of this teſtament, are ſuch as are effetu- 
ally called : Tack have the promiſe of a better land 
than the old Canaan ever was, even an eternal inheri- 
tance, Heb. ix. 15. The old patent pronuſed that 
ſome of Abraham's poſterity ſhould be made Kings ; 
but this new one makes al! Chriſt's ſeed kings, as well 
as prieſts to-God ; who ſhall reign, not for a few years 
only, but for ever and ever, Kev. 1. 6, and xii. 25, 
The royal ſeat of them old, kings, was Jeruſalem be- 
low ; which in_ Paul's time was in bondage with ber 
«bildren : but theſe kings ſhall reign in Jeruſalem that 
1s above, and is free, which 3 is the mother of us all, — 
They. of old were God's covenant people for a while, 
yet - wn for their breaking his covenant, he a Ys 
But thoſe that 
Fare in this new covenant, ' There is nothing preſent. nor 
#9 come, that ſpall ever ſeparate them from the love of 
God, which is in Chriſt. Feſus our Lord, Rom. viii, — 
And as the articles in theſe two teſtaments are => 
different one-from the other ; ſo, ſhould we ſuppo 
(but bd nth imager rele be ſeals, por 
e is a great difference between them alſo. For, 
x. Circumciſion was. only for the males ; baptiſm 
1s" both for males and females. : 

i Sang eo might be adminiſtered by common 
: Moſes's wife circumciſed his ſon, (Exod, iv, 
£5) and Zechariah's neighbours came to circumciſe 
bn, Luke i. 58, 59.—But Baptiſm is - to be admi- 
Ne, only byChiites meſſengers, Mats. xxviii, 19, 20. 

. 3-' Circumciſion was not to be adminiſtred *till eight 
days old ; but baptiſm has no other age fixed thah 
only, if they believe with all the heart, they-may be 
ba Als viii. 37. 

4- Circumciſion bound them-to obſerve all thoſe le- 
gal — a which baptiſm, does not, Gal. 5.— 
[> Circums 


| Circumciſion was 2 ty 
even of Chriſt's being cut 
Col. ii. 11, Whereas baptiſen i 


what is inwardly many ati: 
into Chrif Have put on Chriſt, Gal. 2. 27. 1] 
ies one ſpecial difference between the ordi [7 


were typical of w was to come: whereas 
dinances of the new, are open declarations of v 
actually done. Thus for inſtance, in the up- 
per, we do fbew forth the Lord's Death : ot>from 
'time to time, hold up a publick witneſs _—_ th yd | 
that Chriſt has really died for-ſ{inners z and 
are to continue in the praftice of, till his AT 
ing, 1 Cor. xi. 26. 

Hence we may ſee the reaſon, why thoſe | 
the ſubjects of circumciſion, that may not of b iſe, 


viz. becauſe that pointed forward to what was? be, 
and ſo might be adminiſtred to ſuby oi Tin not 
ir | 


the-thing typified, wrought in thei 
tiſm is not a type that the ſubjefts ſhall be 
but an open fign or witneſs that they are ſo z' agi 
.the worthy Tubje& in attending that ordinance 
that he has been crucified with Chriſt, and is maze dead 
wnio fin and alive unto God, through Teſus ia our 
Lord, Rom. vi 1 
This view I conceive may give us a true ideq/4 
text which is conſiderably uſed ir this affair, - 
I1. And bo received the fien of circumcifion, & 
the righteouſneſs of the faith. —From when many 
conclude, that the covenant of circumciſion y44as the 
Pure covenant of grace : and that circumciſio';) then, 
'and baptiſm now are ſeals thereof. -But you thay ob- 
ſerve, that what the apoſtle is upon, is proving 
great point of our rg nur by faith alone pound pu 
2 4 
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.brings in the inſtance of | Abraham as an evidence. in 
the-caſc, and ſhews that he was juſtified by faith, with- 
out--the' deeds of the:law... Upon. this there ariſes 
another queſtion, - which is, Whether this greac 
blefling comes only” on the circumciſion, or.on others 
alſo ? -to decide which he takes a review of Abrabam's 
caſe ; from whence it appears that Abraham him- 
ſelf was juſtified by- faith, long befare circumciſion was 
inſtituted. -Anud be received the #r of circumciſion, a 
ſeal of the righteouſneſs of tbe faith which be bad, ye 
being uncirtumciſed.—— 

Curcuymciſion-{as hes been, ſhewn) was a ſign of what 
was to; come ; but Abrgbam had the. thing fignified 
then wrovght 10 his foul 3 ſo that he had- both the 
type and antetype, and thus it was to him a, ſeal, of the 
righteouſneſs bf the faith which he then. had. - But\how 
could: 3ribe a ſeal to 1&maet, and thouſands of ' others 
of the righteouſneſs of the Jaith which they had not ?— 
Theapaitle from hence goes on to ſhew: that thus 
flanding,: Abraham wag a-tather to all that. believ'd, 
tho* not circumciſed*: and. a father to thoſe of the 
Yews that were not only circumcitled, but alſo walked 
in the ſame faith that he had betore he was circumciſed ;; 
which brings out juſt the ſame thing, that has been ob- 
ſerved before, wiz. that typically he. was father of all 
that church, both believers and unbelievers, and ſpirj- 
rwally he is the father of all the ſaints, both Jews, and 
Gentiles. And without this diſtintioo it ſeems- im- 
pollible ta reconcile many - pallagez of ſcripture tq- 
gether, 

Before I' diſmiſs this, point, I would ſhew ſome- 
thing of the abſurdities and-entanglements which follow, 
ppan holding, that all the ſaints natural ſeed now are 
in covenant with them, according to Abrabem's cove- 
nant. . This leaves men at a loſs how large the church 
is z and. who have a right to its ordinances, © Some 

hold, 


Children of the Free-voman. '* 37 
hold, that church members ſhould baptize | 'Y thike 
children and their ſervants 3, only it muſt, be +: 1 as 
are young : yet then they, can never tell exaQtly # hat 
age to fix. Numbers there are, who infiſt | »} h all 
baptized children's coming to the Lord's vprer-at 
"3-206 years old, if not openly ſcandalous.:” us: molt 
of the firſt Settlers of New- England, would 3 | 
none to the Supper, bur ſuch'as they counited”} % ly, 
and would baptize no children, but only where fo [Y of 
the parents were church-members : | yet when heſe 
children were grown up, they began to plead tha { they 
were in covenant, and therefore muſt have they: chil- 
dren baptized ; or elſe they would be'like heats 
and ſo by degrees they got into the phaftice' of ; in 
ing ſuch to own the covenant (as *tis call'd) and/h; 
their children baptized, who did nor think emſtlves 
fit to come to the Lord's Supper : which | 
bring ia a ſoit of Purgatory, or half way betwett th 
church and the world. This has been renouns al 
many in the preſent day, who till hold. 0 Yank 
baptiſm : tho* other godly and learned men whet: 
have owned ſome ſerors in the "caſe, yer have: Jaic 
« What ſhall we do ? they are in the covenan{'w 
have been baptized, and how can we deny ther: the 
privileges ?**—Others ſay that though childr x bap- 
tized, have not. a right to the ſupper, nor-to * 
their ſced to baptiſm, till converted ; yet they 4 un- 
der the watch and care of the church, and if thes 
found obſtinate tranſgreſſors, they muſt be di el; 'd 
and caſt out. But we are commanded in any $:5 to 
rebuke our neighbour, and not ſuffer ſin upo Aim F 
and to reprove even the unfruicful works of. d ber 
and would you caft tiem out from this? th oy 2 
great length indeed. Fae 
Now all theſe profeſs to hold to Abraham's covant, 
and that they will ſhew themſelves to be his<<&} i 
xe by 
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by doing his works z,and, yet. there is not one of them 


all, chat come up. to, what they profeſs : for Abraham 
Euclid Kiel, his ſon & ail theMex of his houſe ; 


of which were 318 trained ſoldiers, Gen. xvii. 23. and 


: ” 


xiv. 14.  Buc theſe ſeveral forts of perſons diſcover 
omething in the new-teſtament that contradifts ſo 


TT 


practice. as that, —therefore they take a part of 


* 


about | 
the 


C hildren' of the Free-woman. 
the ſubjefts of baptiſm: when in truth'all the 


is in their own minds: 
" Let none improve any'of theſe thir 
obligations of diſcharging their duty 


att roviras 
their childrer,*s ſouls as well as 'b6dies. T believe: 
thoſe to whom! God hath 'givenichildren, ought to* ve 
them up to him agatn, atkno#16d i their 
to bring 'them up in his ways ; and let'vs'brin 
to Chriſt for his' blefſing as they did of old But: 
ſay, © How cah we bring them' ts him, but” fit Wy 
&« of his ordinahces ? wt know ot How to bring tem 
* to him but by baptizing of them, as the4eal® ft Jar" 
« faith.” 

Anſe. Sick perſons were then frequently 5 
Chriſt as well as children: atd can't ybu* find a : Was 
now to bring your ſick to Chriſteither® poblick / or 

t baptizing RODE 7 X= 6. yOoTar eu 


a ſeal of your Fark in brig your y_ ro Ch Yn 
your children. If it be urged Rt Chriſt ſays, Of 4eb 
is the kingdom of God. 1 reply, that he does' not oy” 
all fuch, but of ſuch is the Kin = of God*': anthe 
immediately adds (both in Ma p and* Lat Winn. 
15.) ao aſſertion that, px oh "ba [ not receive ©3he" 
kingdom” of God as @ little child, be ſhall wot P77: 
therein. Which ſeems to relate” rather'ro "rhe 7emp 175," 
than to the perſons of little children. But"let® all 3ho 
have an intereſt at the throne” of grace, improve itor 
their children 'a$ well as others': atid alfo'uſe” all*t vir” 
endeavours with them to bring them to know” Gd," 
through Jeſos Chriſt : atd when orice there appeats\i-” 
dence of their being in ſuch'a happy Fro cheer 
ne to hs will, it"is readil "taat” 
y-have a right'to all the, priviteges of han ry 
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USE.TI.- What has. been ſaid may lead us: to: an 


examination of our condition. Since all the world 
is divided iaco two families, as Chriſt ſays, He that 
is not for us, is againſt us ; ſo here, all| are children 
either of. the boad woman, or the free, Then ſurely 
*tis of infinite importance for each ſoul to know which 
mother. they belong to : and the ſcriptures have given 
many plain marks whereby we may come to know 
how our caſe is.—For brevity's ſake I ſhall inſtance 
in but one, which is that, If thou art a child of. the 
free-woman, it is become thy LiBzRTY to walk in bo- 
lineſs. Herein lies a ſpecial difference between the leaſt 
_ chriſtian and the greateſt hypocrite in the world, Both 
of them pay ſome regard to the ſame commands, and 
in. many things their external. walk may appear alike : 
but then the ſprings and motives'of their obedience are 
vaſtly different. The hypocrite ſometimes does things 
to be ſeen of men, tho” what molt commonly moves 
him, is fear. of hell if he neglefts duty, and hopes 
of eſcaping [it by his | performances. Hence you'll 
often hear them pleading, that *tis dangerous for per- 
ſons tobe. too confident ; and that *ris needful al- 
ways to have ſome fear of miſcarrying at laſt, leſt we 
ſhould grow remiſs and careleſs in duty ; and ſome 
will plainly ſay, that if the doftrine which many hold 
concerning perſeverance and aſſurance is true, and if 
they knew chat they were ia Chriſt, and ſhould never 
periſh, they would not care how they lived, for all 
would end well at laſt. But how plainly do theſe 
men diſcover themſelves to be children of the bond- 
woman, for they look no further than their wages, 
or to eſcape the whip ? We all know' that the grea- 
ter confirmation an obedient child has of his. father's 
love, and the ſecurity of his favour, the more chear- 
ful, ative and diligent he will be in doing his fa- 
ther's will, and caretul not to do any thing to offend 


-f 
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hin | And finee it is fo often aſſerted, that ſhts 
love and delight-in God's. lawy how can any ratisjjal 
foul, (if they: would let reaſon, inſtead of *their Cived 
experience decide the caſe) imagine that clear ditf 
veries of God's love and favour, would 'make 
leſs careful to ſerve him ?—Don't: we 'all know txiat 
what men love and delight in, they will ſeek and *putjue 
after, without being drove ? as for inſtance, food fat 
we love, we labour for earneſtly, and eat of it 5; 
quently, without" being told that we ſhall: gie-if of 
don't. And Fob ſays, that he-efteemed ibe yaie 
God's mouth-more than his neceſſaty food, chap. xi 
12. and David counted the divine Jaw; to be - 
than the boney-comb.” Plal. xix.' 10. ' Allo; perſons ta 
we love ;—without driving, ' we feek-all opportu 
to - enjoy- their company, Ss + will ' all thoſe 
rruly love God, and his . ſaints, —yea ſuch: fl 
love the riches, honours, or pleaſures of this world; xvt 
only voluntarily run after them, butthey alſo earnef}}y; 
crave a great deal of them : and ſo do thoſe who-lf6 
Chriſt and holineſs ; and they that are content/-wity |a 
little degree of grace, never knew the glory and;-ex, 
lency of divine things. David ſays, 7 ſhall be ſati 
when 1 awake with thy likeneſs, Plal. xvii: 15. Hi 
thing ſhort of this can fill the deſires of a pn ps 
ſoul. | The firſtepiſtle of Fob» is peculiarly calcy 

hows 


detet licentious- hypocrites, and to - preſs 
a holy life upor all profeſſors of religion : and-ob 
well the beloved diſciples method; —- My Iiitle chile js 
theſe things write I unto you, | that. ye fin not.—$} 
what it they -ſhould happen to be enfnaredt in yd 
does he then ſet-the terrors of hell before them?-7j 
he preſents the grace and bleſſings of heaven pf 
van /in, we have an Advocate with the father 3 
if we confeſs our fins, he is faithful and juſt to for; 
us our fins, and to cleanſe us from all nod as 17 
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chap. i. 9./and ii. 1. And farther to attain this glori- 

ous end, he-ſets ſaints to- admiring tne wondrous love 

of God in: taking them to be his children,-and aſſerts 
« that now they ate the ſons of God, but what they ſhall 
be advahced to, 'does not yet appear z but ſays he, 
We 'xnow that when be fball appear, we fhall be like 
him, far- we fball ſee him as he is, There is the 
firongeſt aſluracice expreſt z but will that make them 
lack 1n their obedience ? No, quite the contrary, for 
every main that bath this bope im him, purifieth him- 
feif; even as-be is pure-;—and he declares, that he that 
can run on in fin, \Hath not ſeen Chriſt, neither known 
him;'chap./iii. 1, 2, 3y'6. And now; are not hypo- 
erites aſhamed of their. notion that aflurance is a licen- 
tious .doQtrine ?—O'my readers, I 1otreat and charge 
you before God, who ſhall judge us-all; to ſearch- cri- 
& tically:your own hearts,' and. ſce whether you-are (go+ 
verned by-a'ſpirit of bondage; and flaviſh fear, or -by 
the fpirit 60k adoption, whereby you can cry Abbe 
Fatber; Rom. viii. 16. : ... 
7 I'ſhall-oaly anſwer a fcruple that may atiſe -hefe in. 
fome gracious ſouls, 'and/then difmils this head, —Me- 
thifnks'l hear ſome fuch \fay,'** Alas, /I fear 'that I am 
< a'child: of the bond-woman, for I-often drag on 
« heavily in duty,/and1 feel my heart ſo dull and/back- 
«<-ward'to fpiritual "exerciſes, that I can't think there 
*</13 any grace {in it.” But this ſhort queſtion 'may 
eaſily decide the caſey 'viz. ts it the [divine commands: 
which-are-burdenſome to thee, or thy 'vile | heart+that 
often-hinders thee :from'doing the. things that (thou 
wouldeft ?-God's ſervice is a wearineſs 'to hypocrites, 
Amos vit.-5. Mal. i. \xg. But ſaints delight in his law 
after the-inward man, though they find a law in their . 
members warring againſt' it, Rom: vil. 26, 224 gm. 
Carefully obſerve'this-diftinftion, and. you may come 
to know what your condition is, | c | 
a | ſhall 
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A ſhort Addreſs. I08- 

- | ſhall cloſe (with a ſhort addreſs to two or; Te 
ſorts of perſans, - And, 1 

Firſ, to thoſe that hold the contrary from me: "00; 
cerning the lubjects of baptiſm, many of whom: 
very near to. me. | ' My dear friends, it may be foi | 
you will be offended, and others: grieved with-4 
when you ſee the foregoing lines. Bur I think [can 
truly ſay; that *tis not out of bitterneſs, but rathet7out 
of love to you, that I have pen'd what you” here" 
Therefore I would only beg this one favour of :Fou, 
namely, that you . would candidly weigh what 18 ji 4 
ſaid, in the balances of the ſanCtuary, before you Fz 
ſure or caſt it by : and in order for this, let the {6 
racters of all that have held the one fide or the « ; 


(cruple to me, and 1 believe not to you neither ; L 
"tis as evident that there have been bad men on | 
ſides : and ſhould you try to find out which had: ithe 
greateſt number, it would be little. to the purpott 
The miſchiefs that I have found by expenence 1n t 
things make me caution you againſt them. Div 
was a man of a much better charaQter than Joab ; yer 
Foab had the right of the caſe concerning num ring 
the people, 1 Chron. xxi.—T herefore Jet us all tey 
the divine command to ceaſe from man, viewing Shar 
all fleſh is but fading arals : and be willing thatzhis 
matter ſhavid be decided alone by the word of xyur 
God that fball Stand for ever, (Ia. ii. 22. and 1/8.) 
And if after a diligent {carching of the ſcriptures, '0u 
ſill remain of a different mind from me';z yet ſtilre- 
member that to his own maſter. each ſoul ſtand or 
fal's, and fo forbear all bitter .cenſures.. And O *hat 
each one would with greater carneſtneſs forger;the 
things that ars behind, and preſs towards the giet1 
= wart; 
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mark ; believing that wherein we are differently mind- 
ed, God ſhall in his own time reveal the whole truth 
unto us, Ph{l.iii. 14, 15. Oh, when ſhall rhat blefſed 
day come, when faints will haye done with all mifun- 
derſtandings of each other ; when they ſhall al} join 
with one heart and ſoul to praiſe our glorious King 
for ever and ever. 

Secondly, 1 ſhall fay a word to ſuch as are of my ſen- 
timents concerning baptiſm.—Brethren, what I have to 
ſpeak. to you is, Live up to your principles. —How in- 
excuſable will thoſe appear, who inſiſt upon it that 

rſons muſt beheve in order to be baptized 3 and yet 
admic fuch to this ordinance who give no proper evi- 
dence of any thing more than an hiltarical or doEtrinal 
faith ? whereas a believing with aH the beart is neceſ- 
- ſary to give a right thereto, 42. viit. 37. And though 
k God alone can fearch the heart ; yet fruits of Repen- 
Wance ſhould be carefully looked after in this cafſe.— 
And as little excuſe can be found for them, that white 
| rhey plead that we muſt be buried with Chrift in Bap- 
jiſm, yet behave as though fin lived and reigned in their 
hearts ſtill, inftead of being dead indeed unto fin but a- 
trove unto God thro” Jeſus Chriſt cur Lord, Rom. vi. 4, 
11. | Therefore let nune while they profeſs to know 
God, deny him in works ; bur be exhorted fo to walk 
as t6 adorn the dotirine of God our Saviour in all 
things.—T his would have a much greater tendency to 
bring others to 1mbrace the truth in theſe things, than 
many warm diſputes without a good life. *Tis not 
ealy to imagine how much uſe is made of the corrupt 
lives of numbers of thoſe in the land who are called 
Paptifis, ro bar the minds of thouſands againſt receiving, 
or even candidly weighing and examining what I firm- 
Iy believe are truths which they hold. And tho' I am 
not excufing ſuch conduct ;, yet I would earneſtly per- 
fwade you all as much as may be to cut off occaſion 
| from 


_— 
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from thoſe that defire occafion thus to treat the Cath 


and them that hold it. And if others ſay that we 
regard, and are cruel to our children, becauſe we d4 
baptize them before they are converted : let each Head 
of a family, walk in his houſe with a perfe& heart,41nd 
behave ſo towards the little ones that God has Hen 
him,as to evidence that he has a much greater regarizfor 
the ſpiritual, than the temporal welfare of his childre?$ 
Laſtly, 1 wi!l cloſe with a word: to all the chiltire! 
of the bond-woman, My dear fellow Men, be intre? 
to conſider how fad your caſe and condition.is,  If;\ou 
flouriſh in the world more than the ſaints, and are ki: a- 
lone to live as you liſt : this is but a miſerable porttiin; 
which preſently will be all ſtript from you, and Gi 
will ſay, How much they have glorified themſelves, $ 
lived deliciouſly, ſo much torment and ſorrow pive thi, 
Jam. 5.— Rev. 18. 7. Many of you are readyito | 
think, that there is too much ado made about religi\n, 
and can laugh at the devotions of the godly, |. 
Oh ! remember and take warning by your old fats: 
Ihmael: he made a mock of his fathers Joy, in ſeeity 
the accompliſhment of God's promiſe; which is life 
(ver. 29.) call'd perſecution, tor which he was i 
out from the bleſſings which he had deſpiſed. ma 
therefore be ye not mockers left your bands be mule 
ſtrong, (Ifa. 28. 22.) but fly to Chriſt, thar your ſo js 
may live.—And are there any of you who are ſeckt# 
help by the life of your own Hands ; how dves Chi 
expoſtulate with you (1/a. 55. 2, 3.) ſaying, Wherefye 
do ye ſpend money for that which; is it bread ? andys or 
labour for that which ſatisfieth not ? bearken diligen:* 
wnto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your Sch 
delight itſelf in fatneſs. Incline your ear, and come uns 
me ; hear and your ſouls ſhall live, and I will make ( 
everlaſiing covenant with you, even the ſure mercies::, 
David. AMEN. | 
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APPENDIX, 


Containing an Anſwer to a late Piece, intitled, «* A 
« Letter treating upon the Subjet and Mode of 
« Baptiſm ; wrote to a Friend :** By Mr. Ebenezer 
Frothinghem, Paſtor of a Church of Chriſt in Midale- 
town, ConneFicut. 


—— 


Suppoſe all conſiderate perſons will allow, that in 
ſearching. after truth, it is very neceſſary to avoid 
having our-paſſions inflamed, or our minds biaſed, be- 
fore the queſtion is truly ſtated, and the arguments on 


H 


- each ſide fairly examined ; yet how commonly 1s the 


contrary method taken by the advocates: for infant- 
baptiſm ? Of which Mr. F—'s preface is a notable 
men. 

1. Hetells the reader of, «© Great divifions that have 
ﬆ* roſe 1n this day of reformation about baptiſm, thro? 
* which means the cauſe of Chriſt has been greatly 
* wounded.” —P. 2: Now" it is certain that Chrift 
and his Truth have occaſioned diviſions . in all ages, 
though all the blame belongs to thoſe who are oppoſite 
thereto z therefore our principles muſt firſt be proved 


_ Hot to be true, before they can juſtly be charged as the 


blamable cauſe of diviſion. 
2. He begs the very point in debate, and then char- 
ges us with the horrid crime of facrilege z for, . refer« 
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ing/to Prove 20, 25. he ſays, ** Water 
&« ſacred uſe, and uſed in:the name of the Father, Li 
* and Holy Ghoſt, ia baptizing an infant or adult 
« {on,. is God's ordinance -and 18 hety—ad, 
<« that rejet it devour that which is boly.”'— 
Whereas the very, queſtion between. us is, ge: | 
water applied to an infant io the ſacred name. is, GOVs 
ordinance of \not ? And for him to- ſay. it is, with4ut 
proof, is,aplain begging of the queſtion:z and uf ive 
may take his word for: it,- 8-4 ſhrewd token that; 
has fallen on-the wrong Gde-: - For in another caſe; ac 
fays, ** Mr, Bartlet has made a {ad miſtake, whick 
« common fot all perſons-to do, that are ſo unh 
« as to fall on the wrong ſide of the queſtion. 1je 
&* has beg'd the whole matter in debate.”* ® Yer, F 
3- As if this was not enough to prejudice the "its, 
der's mind, he fays, **Search through the,land, 10 63 
« day of reformation, and you may find that all thee: 
< that have run /into thoſe wild -antinomian ſchemt;] 
<* that put away their lawful wives and buſbands, aff 
© took others poſſeſſed. with unclean ſpirits of .devizy, 
* who were dreadful -blaſphemers alſo; All theſe tt 
«.1eted  infant- m as a limb :of antichriſt, a1- 
« moſt of them'have been rebaptized by dipping. N; 
* a mortal who holds-to;infant-baptiſm, who ſeriouf? 
<« and ſolemnly praQtiſes therein, -has beer: left. of Gz'! 
© to any of theſe awful deluſions that I have ever hes | 
& of.” —Þ.-5;1; Thus he would -perſuade-.the reac | 
that good is 4ntailed, to infant-baprtiſm, and, evil to 
opponants ; but this is fo far from 'truth, that the, _ 
awful delufion of that nature that I have known it 
our day, was'in a member of the church-in Canes 
bury ; who after he had declared a revelation for Fy. 
nother wolbany for winch the chageh juſtly exconyz 
a 


* Mr. Fre/linghem'e late Ky to "the conflitution tin Cop: 
nedicut, Pag. 13. I 
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municated' him, procured poiſon to diſpatch his wife 
out of the world, in order to accompliſh his horrid 
prediftion :” Yet I never heard him called a-9aptift in 
all my life: And though a letter from Middletown 
informs me, that Mr. F. has named Dowglas and Abbe, 
in his ſermons, as beginning their. antinomianiſm with 
denying infant-baptitm ; yet I can truly declare, that 
I was called to preach to a' ſociety in Windbam, in 
April 1747, ſoon after they broached their- deluſions 
there, and I preached there frequently ill the next 
September, had converſe with theſe men, and was ſome- 
times interrupted in my preaching by-them z yet I 
can't recolle& that I ever heard them fay one word 
againſt infant-baptiſm ; and I cannot learn by my bre- 
thren in the next town, that they have ever heard them 
called baptifts to this day. 

I amnot willing to charge him with known falſhood 
in this affair ; and rather think tharc as there have been 
a number who were called baptiſts in "our day, who 
have gone into the deluſions he ſpeaks of,” therefore he 
has been carried away with the cuſtom which has been 
followed theſe two hundred years, to impute all that 
is evil-to the bapriſts. "But when will men have done 
with thinking it will do to talk wickedly” for God 1 

4. Having repreſented our way in ſuch a horrid 
light, Mr. F. proceeds-to tell the reader 'of a-number, 
who have beer. convinced of | its being an error, and 
have returned to the 'pratice of infant-baptiſm, of 
which he was one ; and lays he went ſo far, that if 
he had met-with a baptiſt'elJer, he ſhould have been 
re-baptized. © And while he would repreſent that- we 
aft upon ſcruples and negatives, he ſays, ** was bro't 
<* to ſee, inaſmuch 'as 1 was baptized, ir was neceſſary 
* for ms to ſee from the written word; that- infants 
* had x07 a right to baptiſm before I went forward to 
 * anſwer a good conſcieace,'? &c. p, 6, - Here again 
| x en YT”; T7}. he 
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be begs the! queſtion, whiels is, Whether.he is tri 
bap _ or-not ? And conclades that he was bapti 
= then\reſolves.to hold the ſame-till he cam ſee fr 
the 2wriztey- ward that infants have zokia rights, tE1 
s, till he-can ſee-the 1citer ofthe word condemn infar} 
baptiſm; which'1s-ncver named in- any writings cith; 
divine or: human, till two , hundred years. alter Chit 
T his-is 0ne-inſtance among many of our ſbort-fighre? £ 
nefs ; for while.others are/charged with icking-to the - 
letter, and afting upon negatives, he Cetermines f 

hold bis, praftiet till be can fad in'the Jetcer 4 univer 
fal negative -agaialt ic : Yet. io - ather- cales he 'w 
doubtleſs tel: peaple, rhat.jn. ordinaoces of., worſhip 
s not tnough for-4b to Jay, Lr' is ngt- forbidden. z 

we .mult be able:-to anſwer that:Gemand,.} W ho-hat 
required this-at yoor haed {idlas 1- 42+ After ithis 4 

_ of himſtlf; = proceeds: ip tell-us, that,-l th 
private chriſtians he has known eght .ordanncd. cldes 
that had been te-baptized, who. have fioco. retrafted 4; 
But if they: did it;upos the dame; PRROINs that he dl 
ten thouſand times-that number: would.not; give: us;A 
warrant to. follow them... The truth.ts, _ 
ago in a ſeaſon of aw and hopeful converſions 
feveral places, the :two denominations were brought} 
greater freedond- 40ward. each orher, than in ons 
times, Which way @&imeans of bripging many 19,8 berth x | 
underſtanding \of the bapriſts prihciples, tlian- they 
nierly hady:aod; many embraced- them. z Which: caule?} 
athers to riſe-11a-great oppoſition thereto, and fott; 
leading met! gave! the alarm: much; as; Mro ff. does Hi 
this preface...: And a;nvmber: were frightned\and/aurts 


ed back ; thongh I ſhould think-1they heave Tops?! 
cauſe of glorying there fer wo. ofthe eight 
Gerathas: wy he hes fell: ſa mach nut of cretdit, & (' 
drop-preathings and jplilted as;ſoldiers into. the, 
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ther, 'parted' from their flocks, and though they were 
ſeutled over others, yet- they did not continue there, 
but are- now in+ an unſettled ſtate 3/ and! others can 
hardly treat their baptiſt brethren with a good temper. 
On the other hand, I have heard many confeſs that 
they have been afraid of the light -in this matter, and 
after many years oppoſition, have given as rational and 
ſcriptural accounts of their being convinced that our 
principles were right, as I ever heard in any caſe 
Whatever. x 
Mr.- F." ſays, ** All the ſober ſolid baprifts,- would 
&« likely renounce their condutt in this caſe alſo, could 
& they calmly, and-with a ſingle eye, ſearch' the ſcrip- 
'< tures" in this matter.””—P; 6. But whether he has 
taken 'a -proper method to- introduce ſuch ' a caim 
- ſearch''or” not, is left: to the reader's judgment'y and 
whether he has or not, 'yec oh that ſuch a temper 
may be now granted to'us ! bf: 
-: As.to the rule itſelf, -1 agree with him, that ſatan 
Ways two ſnares to/ hinder - our- taking of: it right 3 
Fone 1s to: impoſe ,upon” the judgment by ' an elevated 
_ imagination of ſomething new-'and' wonderful in the 
ſcriptures, taking plain paſſages and'/ turning them 
. Into an allegorical ſtrainor figurative ſenſe, ſo that 
the judgment miſſeth' the duties taught or- doftrines 
contained in the text : Or elſe, when it will ſuit his 
turn, he will try to 'keep us to the bare letter of 
the word, without regarding'the' true nature of God's 
will contained therein. And I fully concur, that when 
we. take the ſcriptures right, they 'have' * a natural 
* tendency to lead the © mind 'into a conformity: to! 
* God?s' pure nature, /which alſo tends to humble 
« and purify the heart, iand lead the. 'mind into an 
* underſtanding of the-divine harmony 'of the ſcrip-! 
tures,” which opens a'"path that leads home to 
PP. 7, 8. In that path may we ever walk}. 
| TI would 
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F would here 'add, that 'our Lord's conſtant' methi: 4 
of repelling the tempter, wasby ſaying, {tis writtes. 
And when the adverſary attempted to inſnare him <a 
the ſame. way, he would not depart from it te n&5 
ſtical meaning; 'but brought : another text which At 
diretly acroſs the partial ſenſe which. the devil-wouft 
put upon ſcripture. It is a known. rule" in-divinit 
not" to depart from the literal ſenſe of a' text, 'wk 
it will clearly agree with the reſt of the-bible 3 £ 
if that ſenſe will not- agree with other. texts,” thef 
we may know it | has'a myſtical, and not» a; lite 
meaning.. As for inſtance, David fays; My fleſs: fi *tt: 
reft in hope, -becauſe thou wilt not leave iny \ſoul; | 
bell, neither wilt thou ſuffer thine boly One to 5 
corruption. Now other ſcriptures evidence that Des 
vid's fleſh ſaw corruption, from whence Peter +G>"þ 
monſtrates, that it is not liceral but ſpiritual Dawt#- 
who 1s there intended, As 2. 25——31. Yet t5 
reſt of the text ſtands good in its literal ſenſe, <8 
the apoſtle could not have proved his point(JeſuFi 
reſurretion) from it ; for only turn the "words fle: 
and corruption, to a myſtical ſenſe, and the reſurrect 
of the Meſſiah's body could never be proved from tft 
text. Hence-we may tearn that the literal ſenſe : 
every rext, and part of a text, is not to be departF1- 
from, when it clearly agrees with the analogy of fait). 
Art the ſame time the plaineſt paſſages may admit 1 
many myſtical 'or ' ſpiritual improvements, while ty 
literal ſenſe ſtands good; It was never the leſs true 
a literal ſenſe, that -Abrabam had two ſons, the one tip 
, abond maid, the other by a free woman, becauſe Pe 
drew an allegory from thence - concerning the two C5». 
venants : Yea, fo far from it, that the literal fats at? 
the foundation he goes upon in. his allegory. ” 
Now let us come to apply theſe rules to the 
before us. - Mr. F. pet with us, that, © Read w 
2 - 
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«you will in| the {criptures, faith is put- before bap- 
« tizing,/as to-adulc perions, that never were 
' And he ſays; * The | point in debate is, whether the 
«.intants of believers are ſubjects or not ?''—P, 4. He 
holds that they are, and to -prove it turns us to Abra- 
bamw's \covenant';/and/attempts to. prove, r. That it 
was the covenant of grace. 2. That Abraham's chil- 
. dren were | included therein. - 3. That the Gentile 
; chutch is'graffed into the ſame covenant. And, 4. 
Thar their children are taken in with them. 
| Burt in order to ſettle this matter, it is needful to'ex- 
plain what "we "mean by: theſe terms. I fully 'concur 
with Mr. F. that, « Since Adam, our firſt natural head, 
' & fell from the covenant which he was placed in, the 
«tenor of which was, do and live ; tranſpreſs:and die, 
*.the Moſt High has never come to commune with 
«* any of the race of Adam, nor to offer good to'them, 
* bur only in the ſecond Head, the Lord Jcfus Chriſt.” 
« 9, 40. And if by covenant of grace, we mean the 
Felorious plan of ſalvation, which was laid in the divine 
mind from eternity, and was diſcovered at ſundry times 
and in divers manners to the fatbers in the old teſta- 
ment, and is brought into clear, light in the new; and 
thac one of thoſe divers manners, was by Abrabam's 
covenant; In this we have noa+Gifference. - Bur if” by 
the covenant of grace, ke means the conſtiturion, and 
Iimits of the Jewiſh church, which deſcended in the hne 
of natural generation, taking in with” the parents all 
their natural offspring, which is evidently his meaning 3 
10 this I cannot concur wich him, for theſe reaſons. 
[. Becauſe this is an” attempt to make man wiſer 
iban God. For Paul in treating of the bleffings which 
the golpel reveals, ſays, Which things wwe ſpeak, not in 
ihe worDs which: man's wiſdom teacheth, but which 
tbe Holy Gnosr teacheth; comparing ſpiritual things 
with ſpiritual, .1 Cor, 2. 14- Aad in explaining 
the 
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the deſign'and end of the Hebrew: Gavennngi6h op 

nances, a ſays, the new covenant is mot” 7 4 
that whicf was 'made with heir fulberay Heb. J 
Yet Mr. F: will dare to affert, that the apoſtle, 
© not in this text ſpeaking of two covenants, < 


**-in their nature and original ;\ but of the ſame cap 
©. nant, under two diffefent adctinifientions 17.1Þ. 4 
And he charges'vs with ** ignorance,” p: 1 9-beca:l 
we will not contradict the Holy Ghoſt as he does | 
would have it that we bring thoſe words in- a wref\g 
ſenſe ; but inſtead of followivg our Lord's examy{y; 
and bringing another text. which 1s 407i#/en, contraty7 9 
our ſthſc of this, he brings the language of man's wu) 
dams to contradift the language of divine infj T6 
for he owns that, ** we do not read the word, Cheitt, 
<< nor \ſrace, nor faith, nor the-new covenant in GY, 
+:17.” Þ. g. And yet will venture” to- bring th} 
chapter to. contradift what 1s expr 

It. I cannot concur with his plan, becauſe at” 
digs the ſpirit as well as letter: of the new covenant. 
And that, 1. In the ſeal of it ; the fleſh of their fot 
ſkin was to be circumciſed, and God ſaid to Abrabey,. 
My covenant ſhall be in your fleſh : While he ſays 
the new covenant, 1 wil! put my laws tmto their mitd 
and write be#in their bearts. 2. Tn the way thiy- 
' are brought "inve covenant. Natural birth, or purch 
tor Money, brought perſons into Abrabam's covenare;'; 
while *tis only Chrilt's purchaſe and the new birth-t}-x 
brings any into the new covenant. 3. The tenor: 9 
Abrahan's covenant enjoins conditions and works: 6 
be performed by men ; the negle& of which expobag 
bu to be cut off from their people, becauſe they hx 
broken that covenant, Gen. 17. 14. Therefore the (e/tFy 
of it was, Do and live ; and the reaſon here given :y 
ſetting of it alide is, becauſe they continued not in fy 
and 1 regarded them net, ſaith the Lord.” But tis 
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tenor of the new covenant is; / will be to them a God, 
and" they fball' be to mea people, Heb. 8. 9, 10. 4 
Theſe covenants differ-greatly as to the ſtate of thoſe 
who are under them. ' . The ſtate that [frac wete in 
when they were called forth by Moſes to enter into 
covenant, As God had ſworn to their father Abraham, 
was ſuch that they had: not en beart to perceive, eyes 
#0 ſee, nor ears to bear, no not unto that "day, Deut. 
29. 4 ——13, * 

But the ſtate of thoſe who are under the new cove- 
nant-is;' they all ' know the Lord from the leaſt jo the 
greateſt; and their fins and iniquities be will rememoer 
#0 more, Heb. 8. 11, 12. and 10. 17. is 

Mr. F.' has two ways to evade the force of this rea- 
ſoning': The firſt is to tell us we ſtick to the letter. 
It in'this he has any-refererce to 2 Cor. 2. 6. I defire 
may be noted that Paul is there opening the differ- 
ence. between the Jewiſh and chriſtian 'miniſtry, and 
ſhews-that the Jeros ſtuck 'fo cloſe to the letter, both 
of the moral and ceremonial law, that they could not 


ftedfaſtly 


* Dr. Bellamy in his late dialogues againſt a half-way covenant ; 
Mr. Green and others, have :fſerted that all the m:mbers of 
that church were received vpon a ſuppoſition that they were 
true believers ; whereas Mojes was ſo far from receiving them 
upon, that ſuppoſition, that in this text he openly declared the 
contrary, as plainly as woros can expreſs, And Mr. Beckwith, 
makes uſe of this text, again Mr. Green, to prove that a profeſſion 

_ of ſaving faith is not neceſſary in order tocome into « goſpel 
church./P, 71, 72. Such are the effefts of confounding the 

' (wo covenants together ; forMr. Beckwith declares that the grand 
point in this debate is, * Whether the Gentile church is not 
** taken into the /ame coverant God eftabl;ſh+d with the Jewi 

<« church?” P roi. And he has confuſed and darkened things 

-ſo much in this way, that he at laſt ventures to aflert that we 

have no reaſon to think that « any thing more is intended,” 

_ In the Eunuch's profeſſion, in Att 8. 37- but a belief, © up- 

on moral evidence,” and therefore, that it did not imply s pro« 

 feffion of ſaving. faith, P. 55. Which notion of his is 
certainly falſe, as Rom, 10,9, 10. is tru, 
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Prdfa/tly lagk'to the end of that which is aboliſhed 4a: 
this vail kept them from ſecing-the glorious ful 
of the law in Jeſus:Chriſt, who .giverh life;y/but/.6je 
letter kiileth; (ln ſhort, with the /etter of the old teſti 
ment, they would exclude; the-4ruth of the new-3 ati 
the reader 15 leit-to Judge who- comes neareſt, .G, by 
Conduct now. 
His other evaſion is- by horging us, with, + & Nt 
© diſtinguiſhing berween a ſouF's-being Mitch 
«< to Chriſt, anda perſon's |being} in a: irilil covena;\l 
< relation.” P.-31.. But this charge -is -very.-unu?7 
for we are well feaſible of char diſtintion, and the « £7 
pute is not, whether-ſome may; not,. through 4a 
perfettion, be admitted as rye, behevers: OADOABoS v1 


were /uch- as yy be Javed, As 2. 4 and Ai fy 
when two . perſons. had crept ing,who were falſe beat? 

ed, they were, awfully ſtruck dead, ..as ) a. warning: 
others, and it had that effe&z, for we read that, of {4 
reſt durſt no man join. himſelf. to them ... but: \ Delievi 6 
were the more added to the Lord, Aft...5, 435. ho, 
And when the. people of .Samaria believed. and wo 
baptized, yet as ſoon as one. of. them diſcovered. FE) 
unſoundneſs, Peter ſaid to, him, . Thou. baſs, neith*7.. 
part nor lot in this matter and. for this reaſon, | bY 4 
cauſe thy beart.4s not right in the fight. of Ged, Abs 
8.21. Here this diſtioQtiog is-plaia 4, they; were nj 
ceived to. baptiſm} as true believers, and were, , rejectel 
when they diſcovered that they were not ſuch. 
ſame , may , be, obſerved . in. Rom. [11, compaged with 
Jobn 15, Chriſt" is the /7ne, his members are; graffe} 
in, and foe by faith i in him but if any, are received 
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as brariches of him who-*is the Head of his church; 
that prove fruitleſs, they will be broken off, and taken 
away, while \Jiving branches are parged that they may 
bring forth more fruit.” Take che diſtintion thus, and 
the ſenſe is clear y but'take it as Mr. F, Joes, that the 
Gentiles are-brought into the ſame covenant with the 
Jews, p. 18. and the natural conſequence is a national 
church 3+ for all know: the” Jewiſh church was national. 
Ar the ſane time Arminians draw ati argument from 
hence fot their dotrine”vf Falling  from/ grace 4 and 
the ſenſe'given above, -is* the * beſt guard agamſt -both 
of theſe abuſes of the apoſtles diſcourſe. 2 
- HEL Fart iconcur with Mr. Fs ſcheme; becauſe 


ingly 
et 
mong his 
poſterity for forme ages; and when they-had turned 
to idolatry,” God called Abraham alont and bleſſed bim, 
Ia. 5i: 2: And catried' his ſeed through an iron 


ce miBgypt, and wrought 


{grate "rr Fen ay ders for them 
in the wilderneſs, and in the promiſed land, and' g 
them foch laws and ordinances as: were Rice as 
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keep them a religious people, in diſtinQtion f 
others, if it was poſſible for outward means . to- de? 
But the chief of - the prieſts, and of the people, tri 
preſſed very much, afier all the abominations of \the 
Heathen ;,—therefort the Lord brought upon them #; 
King of the Chaldees, 2 Chron. 36: 14417. . *; 
Hitherto covenants kad included parents with tizig 
natural offspring z but at this. time: the Lord ſaid*c 
the prophet, Behold the days come that I will mt 
a new covenant with the houſe of Iſrael ; nov i» 
CORDING 10 tbe covenant that I made with: their Je 
thers, Jer, 31- 3", &c. And the new teſtament a; 


line, The w_ in the nmth of the Romans ſhet-4 
that the line runs,.not in the children of the fleſh, ta 

in the children of God, who are a remnant that balk ihe 
ſaved. And in the tenth chapter he opens the orc! 
of the goſpel z——1hat faith cometh by bearing the % = 
of God, (not by natural deſcent) which word is belies 
with the heart, and then confeſſed with the | mau 
And theſe only are God's people in a-goſpel ſer 
Upon this the eleventh chapter begins with «this £ 
jetion, Hath God caſt away bis people 2? In anſwer: ergo | 
which the apoſtle ſhews that he and a.number more&pf 
Abrabam's natural ſeed, were not caſt away z even: 
remnant according to the eleftion of grace ; and ifpy 
grace, then it is\no- more of works : Otherwiſe erect] | 
no more grace. : 

I ſuppoſe Mr. F. will agree with me, that the bs 
lieving Gentiles were grafted in among ſpiritual 1/rc 
and yet he would bring his natural oftspring in whh 
him ; i what the apoſtle here ſays of grace and work 
1s-as true of fleſh and ſpirit ; they are diſtinft, a 
ought never to be confounded together : Yet 
Mey are in this caſe, 1 mY oblerye that the pr 
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hood was as expreſly given to Aaron's poſterity by an 
everlaſting covenant, Num. 25. 13. as ever church- 
memberſhip was to Abraham's ſeed z yea much more 
' Arialy ; for none but Aaron's lawful feed might ever 
miniſter in the prieſts office in that church, and the 
ſtranger that came nigh was to be put to death, Num. 

18. 7. while ſtrangers were freely admitted into Abra- 
' Þam's covenant : And why is not Aaron's rg 

Covenant regarded as much as Abrabam's ? And tho 

miniſters who often tell us of David's error in not 

Having the ark carried upon the prieſts ſhoulders, which 

they deſign as a warning againſt any perſons preach- 
ing that they have not approbated, how dare they 
introduce any into the miniſtry who are not miniſters 
natural ſeed ?” If they ſay, Aaron was a type of Chriſt, 
and his children a type of the ſaints ; we readily grant 
& It : And miniſters, in diſtintion from other ſaints, are 
never called prieſts in the new teſtament ; therefore 
how dare they attempt to take the ark from theſe 
prieſts ſhoulders, who are the pillar and ground of the 
#ruth, x Tim. 3. 15. and aſſume it to themſelves ?— 
[This leads me to ſay, 

IV. I cannot” join with Mr. F. in his way of con- 
ſtruing the'new teſtament by the old, becauſe it opens 
a door for the greateſt part of the ſuperſiitions and 
abominations that have ever been impoſed upon the 
chriſtian church. When we interpret the old teſta- 
ment by the new, then it appears plain that all thoſe 
covenants which" included the children with their 
fathers, were figures of the great Head of the church 
and his members : And that ſince he is come, thoſe 
covenants as well as ordinances are done away. But 
when men turned to interpreting the new teſtament 
by the old, then they muſt have a Pope to anſwer 
to the high prieſt ; and as goſpel privileges are al- 
lowed to be greater than thoſe of the Jews, they 
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muſt bave more orders of office than the prieſts hal 
with ſurplices inſtead of their ephods ; yea tytÞys 
and what not ? And as the prieſts ſentence decic# 
abundance of caſes in the Jewiſh church, what pt a 
have been made from thence for the pope's powgr 
and for miniſterial authority, to the depriving of #3 
ſaints of their precious right of judging for themſeÞ:; 
in. religion, inſtead of allowing the government af 
the church now, to be in this holy pricfibood;? 
x Pet. 2. 5. Hy 
. He before whom all things are naked and open, 
gave carly warning agaialt theſe ſnares, and not og 
told his people that the covenant which literal 7 
ſtood in was old, and ready to vaniſh away ; but alf; 
that Jeſus has blotted out that band-writing of ordinas; 
ces, and taken it out of the' way, nailing ito bis oro of: 
And this he gives as a caution not to let philoſophe 
judge them, nor with their vain deceit introduce ord; 
nances among them after the commandments and. doth; 
rines-of men, Col. 2. 8, 14, 16, 20. ”* 
Another pernicious effc& of this way of conſtruin 
ſcripture, is the breaking down the walls of Chriſt? 
vineyard, and laying it as an open field, ſo that. z 
ſorts of perſons may come to the Lord's table, almg 
without diſtinftion. This evil in the national churef} 
was a ptincipa) cauſe of our fathers leaving it, and con 
ing to this country. And they held ftritly that nog» 
ought to be received into the church, without a deck; 
ration of a work of grace in their hearts ; and 
none but ſuch might bring their children to. baptiſm}, 
till thoſe children began to have families. Then cams 
on a trial concerning what ſhould be done with | fs 
infants ; and Mr. Henry Dunſtar, preſident of Harvar., 
college, (ſoon after he had finiſhed that verſion of the; 
Pfalms which has been uſed in New- England ever finc®. 
was convinced ſo that he * thought himſelf under ſoms4 
H 2 < obligatiq:; 
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'* gbſigation to bear his teſtimony in ſome ſermons, a- 
go rinſe the adminiſtration of baptiſm to any infant 
« whatſoever.” * And Mr. Mitchel, paſtor of the 
church 'in Cambridge, was by his means brought to 
great ſcruples of intant-baptiſm, yet he ſoon concluded 
they were from the evil one, and to guard againſt them 
fays, © I reſolved on” Mr. Hooker's principle, that 1 
« would have an argument able to remove a mountain 
«* before I would recede from a truth or prattice re- 
<« ceived among the faithful.” + And having reſolved 
and prayed and ſtrove againſt them for nine years, he 
got furniſhed ſo, that the author of his life informs us, 
that the determination of the point, in the S of 
1662, about perſons owning the covenant and bringing 
their children, © Was more owing to him than to any 
* one man in the wotld,” And the ground he intro- 
duced them upon was that,' *© If the parent be in the 
viſible church, his infant child is ſo alfo.*”. Yet whe- 
her theſe perſons © ſhould be baptized as in a catbolir, 
or in a particular church ſtate, this ſays he, * Is ano- 
«© ther queſtion : And I confeſs myſelf not altogether 
* fo peremptory,—as in the thing itſelf, viz. That 
«they ought to be baptized.” | 
Thus the influence of tradition and a fond conceit 
of ſecuriog religion to their poſterity, cauſed ſuch as 
were otherwiſe worthy mey, to- be peremptory in put- 
ting the badge of memberſhip upog them, before they 
knew whether ' they were members of the univerſal 
ctivrch, or of a particular one z notwithſtanding they 
hid de&lared a few years before, in the Cambridge plat- 
fort, that the church under the goſpel is not national, 
but congregational. And Mr. Mitchel, after this, took 
much pains to ſhew that none ought to be received to 
foll communion in the church, but ſuch as gave at ac- 
count of a woik 'of grace in their ſouls, and concluded 
what 


* Mitche/'s life, p. 65. + Ibid. p. 70. t Pag. 98. 
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what he wrote on that ſubjuR with theſe words, | 
« The power of godlineſs will ſoon be loft, if 
* doftrinal knowledge and outward blameleſsneſs 
* accounted ſufficient for all church privileges, tf 
* praftical confeſſions (or examinations of men's ſpit + 
«* tual eftate) be laid aſide ; for that which people th 
* to be publicly required and held in reputation, t! 
« will they look after, and uſually no more; but coz; 
© rent themſelves with that. Conſider, if this hat 
©* not been a reaſon of the formality and deadneſs th; 
* have overgrown many churches.”* 7anuary 4. 16647 
To this the author of his life adds the teſtimony} 
the churches of Bobemia, who obſerve that, ** Chrt 
* hath forbid our giving of boly things unto. #noi 
«* perſons © | And that cariſtianity is to begin with # 7 
* pentance, and not with the ſacraments." Aftonil br 
ing, that men ſhould know all this, and yet'go on 3; 
they did, to begin it with the ſacrament of baptiſm"bg 
fore repenance'! Yet thus they proceeded for abox? 
40 years, 'and then Mr. Solomon Stoddard of Nort&% 
ampton, thought it unreaſonable to admit perſons + 
one ordinance and not to the other, and publiſhed; 
fermon from Exod. 12. 44, &c. where © all wit 
were circumciſed were expreſly commanded to Kel 
the paſſover ; from whence he ar 2 
who were beptized, it not debared by open j 
ought to come to the ſupper, as they did to _ | 
means for converſion. Dr. Increaſe Mather wrote :j> 
gainſt this z to which Mr. Stoddard replied in'a | 
called an Appeal to the learned. Of which Mr. FrotEs 
ingham ſaid ſome years ago, that, ** It appears or 
« what ſtr and onaccountable, that Mr. S/ 
©. or any body elſe (who experimentally know Goe; 
« and the clear dotrines of the. goſpel) ſhould hoxi 
* ſuch principles as goſpel inſtitutions, and not hays 
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« ooſpel truths and light to ſupport the ſame, but muſt 
* be under a neceſſity to repair to the more dark and 
« aboliſhed diſpenſations under the Jaw to ſupport their 
« principles ; for this is the very caſe with the author 
<« in his appeal ts the learned ; and were it not for the 
« ceremonial inſtitutions of circumcr/ion & the paſſover, 
* the author would have been nonplus'd to have main- 
© tained his arguments to ſupport his priociples.”* ® 

So ke would ; and Mr. F. would be as much non- 
plus'd to ſupport his principle of infant-baptiſm with» 
out one of thoſe aboliſhed ceremonies, as any would 
be to ſupport the principle he condemns, without - the 
other. Nay, to make circumciſion a type of water 
baptiſm, is to involve himſelf in the abſurdity he now 
would charge upon us, viz. make it a © Type of a 

« type, or a ſhadow of- a ſhadow.”” P. 16. 


& Preſident Edwards wrote 20 years. ago, and' Mr. 

Jacob Green of New-FJerſey, has done the like lately, 
"_ to ſhew that perſons ought to profeſs ſanifying grace, 
in order to be admitted into the church ; but againſt 
the one and the other, Mr. Blake's words have been 
quoted, who ſays, * I have often marvelled what men 
-< mean, when they ſpeak of admiſſion of members in- 
* to churches, when the parties of whom they ſpeak 
« have already equal . right with themſelves, to mem- 
ﬆ* berſhip : If baptiſm is admiſſion, then their title is 
« as good that were. thus before admitted, as their's 
* that give them admiſſion,” + And how can Mr. F. 
ſtand before this reaſoning, while he holds as he does, 
that the children of believers, ** are bleſfied) of Chriſt, 
** and belong to his vi/4ible kingdom, which is the efſen- 
* tial part ; baptiſm is but a conſequence that follow- 
«eth ?”? Þ. 23. If ſo, why does not the other ordi- 

, Nance 


* Mr. Frothirghani's diſcourſe on the churches privileges, pag. 
78, 79. * T Seckwith, againſt Green, 1769, p. 37+ 
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hance follow alſo? For both equally belong to = 


viſible kingdom ? His conſequence therefore pts? 
either too much, or too little for his * purpoſe ; ſ&t: 
has long been contending againſt an half-way covers4 
ſo that if theſe children are ** in covenant with Gai 
as he aſſerrs in the ſame page, then they have a rt 
to all the ordinances of ChrifF's viſible kingdom $35ut 
if he limits the matter to theſe only who are taly_ 
« bleſſed of Chriſt ,*” or where Peter did, © Evexto 
* as many as the Lord ſhall call ;** then: he give& up 
the point, and comes into our ſentiments. And THw 
is it poſſible to hold a right to baptiſm from circug&i- 
fion, and yet deny baptized perſons righe to the ſuppe? 
unleſs miniſters do by divine rules, as *tis loudly c&mn- 
plained, that rulers at this day do by human laws, iz. 
aſſume a diſcretionary power to take what: ſuits ir / 
turn, and neglect the reſt ! + 


25 f 

Theſe things naturally tend as I ſaid, to lay Chri's' ? 
vineyard as an open field, and a great part of the i" 
niſters of our land now apply to the-church what;he 
ſaid of the world, in Matt. 13. 30, 38. So Mr. Biut- 
with, in his late anſwer to Mr. Green, ſays, * Let 4b 
« row together until the barveſt, isChriſt's dire&iofto 
his churches.” P. 2:1. According to which, thoſe vac 
appear by their fruits to be children of the wicked Che, 
muſt be let alone in the church *till the harveſt, z3d 
what a church is that ! And.this conſtruing of the &xw 
teſtament by the old, has greatly corrupted the dert- 


» 


rines as well as the order of the church, Dr. Taye, 
one of the greateſt champions that has ap in gar 
day againſt Calviniſm ; in his diſcourſe which he ca 
* A key to the apoſtolic writings,” takes the conditiozal 
and figurative language of the old teſtament 0,cxp), 
the new with, by which key he would take Pam's 

yords, where he ſpeaks of Adam's poſterity = 
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ſinners in - and by him, and of juſtification by Chriſt 
alone, &c. and turn them from their plain meaning, 
to ſame figurative ſenſe, in order to evade the evidence. 
which they -give for the doctrines which ' he diſlikes ; 
though herein he does nothing leſs than make the in- 
| ſpiredApotle a liar, whoſays, Je uſe great PLAINNESS 
of ſpeech, and noT as Moſes which put a veil over 
bis face, that the children of lirael could not ftedfaftly 
look to the end of that which is aboliſhed, 2 Cor. 3. 12, 
13. I ſay, he does nothing leſs than make the apoſtle 
a liar, repreſenting that as Moſes he uſes obſcure 
figures, and not great plainneſs ! And oh ! that my 
fathers and brethren ſaw how much they countenance 
ſuch horrid conduct, while they take the figurative co- 
venants and ordinances in the old teſtament to conſtrue 
what the goſpel ſays concerning the new covenant by, 
nd ſtigmatize thoſe who take - the goſpel plainly to 
ynean as it ſays, with the name of ſticking to the lzr- 
Mer only ! 


Mr. Beckwith pretends to hold to theCa/vanifticdoft- 
rines, yet he thinks Mr. Green is ** much miſtaken,” 
in ſuppoſing that a perſon's coming to goſpel ordinan- 
ces implies a declaration of repentance and ſaving faith; 
And (with Mr. Williams of Lebanon) comparing it to 
a marriage, ſays, the bride © does not profeſs that ſhe 
* bas performed the articles of the- marriage - Cove» 
*nant';z but that ſhe wii-perform them thenceforth, 
*'to the end of her life.” And calling the ordinances 
ſeals, he ſays, ** God's giving or ſetting on his ſeal, by 
*. the hand of his-embaſſador, implies his gracious and 
<< ſure engagement 'to fulfil and make good to that 
**ſoul, - all the bleſſings of grace and falvation pro- 
** naſed in the covenants z provided, or on condition 
"that perſon keeps or fulfils the obedience and duty 
. engaged for on hjs part z ſo that both ways, ordi- 
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* ances ſeal conditionally.” * Tt ſeems then arcorits 
ing to him, that perſons are eſpouſed to Chriſt in 7: 

fant-baptiſm, bat not married to him till they ma7s 
at1-open profeſſion , yet then the tenor of their marrizzz 
covenant is, 7 will if they will, iaſtead of 7 will, 4* 


niſters ro | help them into- that covenant, for we- are: 
naturally wedded.to it 4 and the apoſtle exprelly ſhes 
that a pretenee of being martied ro Chriſt when Fe 
are not dead to the law, is adultery, Rom. 51 3 
And how much ſuch adultery is there at this day. 
+ our land ! What an awful account will miniſters' ha: 
I | I 


* Bthwith ag5ink Grein, p, 27: In p. 22, he ſays, *« Mirmpil 
*« and churches have a right to enquire into, and judge. 44 
&« the viſible adding of their members, but not the "i fit ts 
«ſtate of their hearts : Who art thei tBbt julreft 12 1"s 
« ſerpant f" = End he infifls mack-upoh/it; that if | bapc 


ER En i Re EY ; 


4 , what is this wvikble ; Sand ag which we » rig uy 
of ? Why be aq, © [Thi we 
* apon, in determinirig TEN EB 
«1: not, viz. ſuc Wy ound pri 
« and oe es 
© ro all the t, . 


#hd prince fa Pos i = 
une —_ 1-4 oat fag It Sp me T—_ 79 


ar that not far f1 . 
OI ENT, 


that a guts might exi 


A precip of nn fey 6 > 


notions CT ertohe hs en take notice 


that); 
. aid, "omynn4 Yes, ſays the other, obſerve he oo 
Tacks on 
it to 4 
*v 


/ a3 laving A ooqmocns |: 
love f_the xruthjn | 
on o_ - perſon that has þ,; 


s Webet 5 wi 


of 


66 An ' Anſever to Mr. FroruonAn's 


eo give,/if inſtead" of opening to ſinners who came to 
them, the nature and ſtriftnels of the divine law, teach- 
ing.them that the ſcripture hath concluded all under 
fin ; and that as many as are of the works of the law, 
are under the curſe ; and that Chriſt was made a cur/e 
For. us, that the bleſſing of Abrabam might come on 46e 
Gentiles, that we might receive the promiſe of the Spirit 
through faith ? Gal.-2. 10,—14, 22. I ſay, who in- 
ſtead of this, invite them to the ordinances, and tell 
them that, ** All the bleſſings of grace and. ſalvation 
_  ** are promiſed to their ſouls, on condition that they ful- 
« fil the obedience and duty engaged;for on their part 1'” 
» This is the ſame ſcheme that was introduced among 
the churches of Galatia, the tenor of which was, The 
man that doth then ſhall 1:98 in them, ver; 12.” Nei- 
ther can the word, grace and ſalvation, make it to be 
goſpel now, any more than the words Abraham and 
circumciſion could-then-z-for both'then and naw it-is 
g in” order for life, inſtead of 'rettiving by faith in 


order to do, ver.. 2. 

_ am ny that Mr, F..does not commonly teach 
ons in ſuch-a*way y\ yet I thought-it + might be _ 

of ſome benefit to” him and others* to expoſe "theſe |, 

dangerous ſnares here ; and if he ſhould think 'it an 

iury:;.thus: to be; introduced into. .the company..of 


miniſters who'invite ſouls to 'ordinances to be'con- 
a = bs into "his" 28th" page, where he 
ays, © The parent” has an advyantage,to improve the 
© Guld's early dedication in baptiſm (as the child 
"grows -up' to years -of underſtariding) 'in order for 
« the chile; conviction and converſion.” If baptiſm 
then. is a, converting ordinance, why .not the ſupper 
alſo. However 1-woyld aſk, Was you convidted of 
fin, -and* converted to Chriſt, by veing told* by*your 
parents that you was. born Holy, or*in coor 
> with God.;” .and that, you in- your infan »& 
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<©< Bleſſed of Chriſt, and belonged--to his-viſible kin: 
*« dom ?” 'P. 23- I am far from bcheving that, a4 
rather credit your former account, where ' you fag 
we are ** Utterly ſlain by the boly law of God, a* 
** compleatly conquered into the hands of a ſovera/n 
* God, where we ſee juſtice clear, 'and God's threz) 
* guiltleſs, if we were cternally damned. _ Thus |; 
* ing conquered, the holy Ghoſt revealed Jeſus Ch: 
* to our fouls, in | his glory, -power, love and # 
** {ufficiency,—and our ſouls accepted him freely uy 
* goſpel terms z and ſo the Lord wrought in £1 
* fouls, faith and love, which was accompanied w Hh. 
* a living union to Chriſt, and a.new- obedier 1, 
* which flows from an immortal principle .of 1 += 

© nels to God.” ® 4 
This looks like converſion, but the other is the 
ſame point that the Jews contended ſo much u' 
formerly, who, as Mr. #dwards obſerves, looked &© 
on themſelves, ** As by nature boly and favourts 
* of God, becauſe they were the chiidren of Abt 
« bam.” And in order to convince them of 
great error, he takes notice that the Apoſtle labout:3 
in Rom. 5.12,—14. ** To take off their eyes fry 
« their father Abraham, who was their father=jn 
« diftintion from other nations, and dire&t them®to 
© their father Adam, who was the common fat 
« of mankind, and equally of Jews and Gentiles.7 
Here the matter centers when all is ſaid and. da;e. 
The children of believers are, by nature wr)? 
wrath xvin as oibers : Chriſt hath broken down be 
middle wall of partition, and came and preached pts 
to all : And the promi/e is given ts them that bel bra 
And whoever pretends that the natural offsprings of 
I 2  _ profeſs 


4 
® D (courſe on the churches privileges, pag. 6, 7. - 
+ Mer. Edward: againlt Dr. Taylor, p. 272» bt, 
3 Eph. 2 3 14, 17, Gal. 3. 24 SELY 
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© profeſſors have a better claim thereto than others, let 
> It be a Pater or Bdrnabas, they ought to be with- 
| flood to the fact for building again wall} of par- 
tition between Fews by nature and /inners of the Gen- 
tiles which they once deſtroyed, Gal. 2. 11,18. 
This affoir cartied. away theſe great Apoſtles with . 
difmulation, and 1 never ſaw ſo much deceir difco-" 
vered among good men in my day, in any other 
concern, as in this. And the way that *tis often co- 
vered, even from themſelves as well as others, is by 
the ambiguity of words. It was a ſolemn demand 
which was made to Fob, after his lohg diſpute with 
his friends, ** Who is this that darkneth counſel with 
** words without knowledge ?”* And it ſurely calls for 
our ſpecial notice in the preſent debate, To uſe word; 
withovur diſtin, or without a ſteady meaning, ever 
tends to darken counſel ; yet, as Mr. Locke obſerves, 
we often ſee this to be the caſe in diſputes, and that 
with words on which the argument chiefly turns. And 
] think his cenſure is juſt vpon fuch condutt.. 4 One, 
* fays he, who ſhould ſpeak thus in the affairs and 
*© bufineſ(s of the world, and call eight ſometimes ſeven, 
* ſometimes nine, as beſt ſerved his advantage, would 
* preſently have clap'd upon him one of the two names 
* men conftantly are diſguſted with, (i. e. fool or 
* knave) ; and yet in arguings and learned conteſts, 
+ the ſame fort of proceeding paſſes commonly for 
*-wit and Jearning :. Bur yet to me, it appears a grea- 
* ter diſhoneſty, than the miſplacing of counters, in 
** the caſting up a debt, and the cheat the greater, by 
* how much truth is-of greater concernment and va- 


* Jos than maney-"**# 

Now let us ſee if we have not ſorvething of the ſame 
pature in the preſent controveiſy, The words on 
which it chiefly turns, are, * The covenant of grace 

WEE 


* Efley on bymay underſtanding, B. IU. chap. 10. S. 5. 
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was made with Abraham, and believers are now inz} 
ſame covenant,” We readily grant that the coveitant 
of grace was made knewn to him, and that he:; yas 
ſaved by faith, as ſaints are now ; but the coven Hof 
circumciſion, as it contained the cor ftitution and | 
of the Jewiſh church, we cannot look upon to be-the 
ſame that believers are in now. - Well they 7 
difference ; for the Jews are broken off, and the (fr 
tiles are graffed in, and have greater privileges. Hi; 
why tis ſaid, Then the church was limited to one-f 
tion, now it is open for all believers to come in ith 
their houſholds. Yet when the matter is examiid, 
they don't mean to have all the men of their houſh*Jdy 
baptized as Abraham's were circumciſed, but only (ei 
infants ; neither do they mean that every one of tt:zm 
when they have baptized them, ſhall :ben cat the Lo7J's 
ſupper, as all Ifrae! did the paſſover. So that jiey 
cannot hold the conſtitution of the church to bexhe 
ſame ; bur conftitytion ' is not a ſcriptural word, ind 
they Rill aſſert that the covenant is the ſame as 1t | as 
with Abrabam-; and when we bring PauPs oO | 
which ſhew it is not the ſame, ag, we ſtick r9:the 
letter, and tis declared that he does not mean :2 
diſtin covenants, only the ſame under two'adnifm 
ſtrations. Juſt now the word conſtitution was unſeip» 
tural, but now adminiſtration muſt come 16 to pve 
that Paul did not mean as he faid |! £7 
Another turn for thoſe words in Heb. 8. 9. is chat 
the new covenant there means the internal - 
the covenant ; as if it had no internal efficacy tilly 
time : Whereas Rom. 4. 11. ſpeaks plainly of it?4a- 
ward efficacy to Abrabam ; but they often atte7 
from that text to prove that the external cove # 
now is the ſame with the covenant of circymciſio% 
Thus we have a covenant that is the ſame, anCg; 


the ſame ; larger than the covenant of circumce4 
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yet not ſo large ; a different adminiſtration, y&.; they 
adminiſter ordinances to the ſame ſubjects, —believers 
and their houſholds /z though till it is only. to part of 
. them, to wit, the infants therein. Upon, another turn 
there is a great difference, for the old covenant. was 
External, the new one is. internal ,—— yet after all; it 
1s as external as the Jewiſh covenant was, and-only- has 
different - ordinances, but. the ſame ſubjeRts 11. muſt 
confeſs this makes me think of the bealt which. myfery 
Babylon ſat upon, which was, and is not, ang. yet 1s, 
Rev. 17. 8. | read alſo in-an ancient record that, Ser 
ways are moveable, that thou canſt not know them, Prov, 
5. 6. And does it not give us reaſon. to. think, this 
practice was derived from her, fince it requires ſuch 
movings and ſhifting to ſupport it ? 4 \ 

The divive command is, Make ftrait paths for your 
Geet. Which if we obey, and come firart up to the 
Point, we may find that as baptiſm is an external orgi- 
"nance of the goſpel church now, as circumciſion. was 

of the Jewiſh church formerly ; and that neither of 
them were introduced by man's conjeures, but by 
expreſs command : So that the ſubjefts of each are 
plainly expreſt in the command, and not left for men 
to-find out by uncertain conſequences. The firſt ad- 
miniftrator of baptiſm warned the Jews againſt thiok- 
ing to came to it with a plea that they had Abraham 
to their father ; and when a complaint was made a- 
gainſt Paul, that he taught the Jews which were among 
the Gentiles to forfake -Me/es, laying, that they. ought 
not to circumciſe their chilaren, James ſays, As touch» 
ing the Gentiles which believe, we have written and 
concluded, that they obſerve no s8Ucn TrinGs, Aﬀts 
21. 25. Yet now a common pretence is, that- we 
ought to obſerve Juch things, as bringing children to 
the ordinance on their. parents right z and they ſay, 
<* The pateat ſealed by bapriſa is (lo to ſpeak) the very 
* fame 
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* ſame parchment chat was given to Abrabam, nd: | 
«6 hee neceſlarily cootains all "the: ſame privilege 
* and benefits, and makes theſe over to the ſame =i/ 
* jets ; there is nothing altered, but the ſeal onlx;/ 
And this is given as a reaſoo why we: have 6 M uf 
acclaration tor bringing infants to baptiſm. ll 
Is not.this affair much like the Jews oadiripes 5 LAN 
the Jearned could-not-read in the book, becauſe iti 
ſealed 3 and the ualearned. could , not pho: it, b&uſe 
he was not learned ? Yet they propoſe a very £ y xd. 
end in it, which is to keep their: children in. the x of 
God. But we, are. aſſured. that it, is, in Vain, —thi 
this fear is taught by the precept of men, ,._ And 
are their turning things upſide down, and: ſeeking 5; 
to hide their counſel, Ila. 29..11,— 16,/Matt..15., "9 I. 
Here many. will turn their addreſs, to,people's tus; | 
ral: paſſions, and 'a declaration that, we conden Fe 
our.gagd fathers, and that we are cruel to our c __ Ny, 
will often carry” the. poiat,, even. where. oor chit, 
reaſag;both fail them...: Yer /if we could hear c far, 
thers, oae of the; mo(t emigent of thera,told hiszec 
ple when: they were: eoning; to this, country, tt at). 
<« was not poſſible the chriſtian world ſhould--coff A 
< lately. out of ſach antichriſtian darkaeſs, and this : 
«perfection, of knowledge ſhould, break forth at 0 XC! is 
Therefore he charged them before; God, and his iti 
angels, to follow him, No farcher than he. [o 
* « Chriſt ;? 'but.to a&/ according £9; their cove 
wherein they,. *cagaged withGad .and,one anorh 
&« receive whatever. light -or truth, ſhould, be g 
« known to them, from; his-writtea: ward.” + 
an abaſe then. is it of, maakind, to bring Hen 
our.good fathers to hinder our macht 
coyenant withGod,.& their. ſolemn ge to us ! 


in Fl 4 
$444; 3 


* Dickinſon" Gialdgue, p;" 1910 8 _ » 
+ Mr. Prince's chronology, p. 89;5"904 4 3 i ) 


> 
LW -- 


in 2 


4 
75 


"All Aufwer 10 My. Faottumotin 


knew themſelves to be imperfect, and ſore of 
theth gave as full evidence that they mY by theit 
condutt relating to this affair, as in any of their be- 
haviour: Governor Hutchinſon, in ſpeaking 'of the 
baprifts, ſays, ** Ih Mr. Hooker's time, ſoon after the 
« year 1640, it appears by his lerters that any were 
« inclintd that way, and he expreſſes his a nſion 
* that the Timber wintld increaſe.””* And likely it 
was his fondneſs for infant-baptiſm that catried him 
into the reſolarion which Mr. Mitchel wdopred from 
him in 1653, viz. he * Reſolved he would lave ar 
argument able ro remove a thountaiti before he would 
«© recede from it.”” And Mr. Mitchel owns that he 
was ** fearful” of goitig to Mr. Danffat, who had been 
a inſtrument of ſhaking his confidence about infant- 
baptiſm, notwithſtanding he looked upon him ro his 
dying day to'be * a worthy and a godly tnan.”* Who" 
was removed, ** from the government of the cots 
 Zege; and from his dwellie tg: place in Cambritige,” for 
56 othet reaſon only, than becauſe he *thought hiroſelf 
Is. ihe forme" lia tion to bear his teſtify6ny, 
Q'the adrminMtacon of baptiſin to atiy infant whar- 
*©[gever.” + 
We are often ecuſed of wwilfulngſs in out way; but 
has af thing ever appeared to ſupport the charge, 
4 q-f what is here on the other fide ? 
1d T have before ſhewh ſomething of the pefnivious 
effefts which theſe things have had in our land. Agd 
as, to rehiove a mountain, is to work a mitacle, muſt 
- now have a tmirack wrought to convirice us that 
we ought not'to follow otir fathers in that which can- 
nit be ſupported by the bible! The day is haftving 
whet! all things will be laid open in their true nature 4 
thety will be made rhanifeſt, who have ata 1g 
F children, 
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children, either thoſe who have laboured to 
them that they are finriers by nature and þ 
have uled goſpel methods to bring them to'Ch 
then-to his ſpecial ordinances 3" or thoſe whoh 
peace, peare, when there was nd peace, Ye 
che charge of cruelty may be juſtly turned & 
them, even as to ſuch of "their children” as 4 
prove to be perſons ; for there ' are gre. 
bers of them” at this day in New- Zypland, 
readily own, that if there had been noching 
ſhould be aro loſs how to a now 3 and | 
ſome of thetn'ſay plainly that, *Tt appes Seach wy ; 
« 'oreat privilege if they might follow their Los 
<« tbe water,” but theig parents had laid a” Nt tk in” 
their way by telling them that they are already biz fized,! 
and that to be rebaprized is" x dreadfol thing. ; Thos, 
they, ant not we, cut children off from the 4 ious. 
privilege of "anſwering a g"0d. conſcience in” t fiſm 2* 
For Mer. F. owns, that *ſ1n" order to the confience 
« being good, | it muſt be informed from the wii 
« God: 4 a& in the knowledge of the rruth*% 
I fay amen theretg'; and” fince” what rhe: apt © 
concerning” invented objeFs of worſhip, is as t 
invented; forms, viz. We know that” they are 

in the world, x Cor.'s$, 4. therefore it is noo 
leave what miſtaken mortals have invented, ro peattice 
what God calls baptiſca | in his word. 3 wud 
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Before-I cloſe I muſt anſwer ſome charges ; of} 
ſiltency which are laid againſt our priaciples. 


1. Mr. -£, ſays, **T think it is beyont! them oa 
« their praftice conſiſtent, in denying infants #2 
«*« baptiſm, becauſe the letter does not ſhew whege 
« ;\nfant was baptized z and yet at the ſame Ke 
<« the firſt day as a ſabbath, when the latter durgts t 
« 11s plain than the former.” 's Þ. 4s 


x 
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Fit is aſked: why. we keep 
ITY ay? i: ſhew that Jeſus wa on that 

as the Fathers reſting from. the works of 
=D 5 given. as a reaſon why the Fes ſhoul 


t ſevech day z lo the Son's refling ws the 
emption appears a reaſon why we ſhould 
day. Hence. when the Apoſtle is 6pen- 
Y ence. between: the jerwiſh. and. chriſtian 


enlations,, he fa ys, There remaineth therefore e reſt 
b+ keeping, of a fat vath, as the .margin, reads it) 20. 7be, 
people of if Ce - HE that is wo into, bis reſts. 


bath ceaſed Ee! Tas own, works, as GOD. did. from. 
his, Heb.. 4. 9, 10. * And. we have exprels.examples, 
of the Apoſtles and others, niceting_on.chat day for 
worſhip, to break bread, and to. offer their liberality, 
John -20. 19, 26. Ads, 20.,; 7,. 1. Cor. 16... 2. And 
when the, apoſtle Zobn. Ter the churches know 
when he had his firſt viſion, in Pames, he tells them 
it was.on the Lord's-day, Rev. 1. 10.: As tothe 
ſtupid cant of ſome, that, Every: day is the Lord's :— 
It. is as true that every. table, and every. ſupper is alſo 
his ; but what pra gl would it make of the bible, to 
ſay. when it ſpeaks of the Lerd's-table, and the Lord's- 
ſupper, that, it means no more than every.table, .and 
every Opper | 1 Cor, 10. 24. and 11..20. No, leri- 
ous minds give in that it means, a table and; ſypper, 
which is ſer apart from a common to a ſacred vſe, 
as 


® Should any fay that this text has yo ofbetcs to any parti. 
cular day, but only to initual reſt. I anſwer, that baptiſm 
and the fupper have ce to ſpiritual bleſſings, yet, that 
is far from rendering the literal obſervation of them uſeleſs. :. 
So I look ©n S. *w., caſe here. ' God ſaid of [/rail, I pave 
tnr/y. pan br, to br @ fign bttwien me and thi, 20. 
veincgs from the ſeventh tothe firſt, day; ſeems 

- be « = of the difference between the. two. covenants, 
the. 09, as required our work _ before the reward ;: ſo the 
ele” Hives the ſoul 74 in Chriſt, in order ' to work for 


þis glory. 
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as an on of divine 'worlkip. So we. 
Lord 5-day :to'\ mean "this day as ſet apart' Yn 
| days for! his-| worſhip, ahd known by 'thatewame 
|. Md eanjoal the churches to' which "Fobn wrotezÞ , - 
| What a bias of mind then i diſcovered<it 
| that this dury'is, © Far lefs plaing*” than' ini & >riſn: 
of which we- have neither precept 'nor Sn 
all che bible ! Nay, I muſt tura the Gale : t; and 
obſerve, that the apoſtle names the bath. 
days, as well as 'circumcifion, among, the b evi 
of ordinances, which Chrift bas. blotted out, CS 
132, 16. And'if infant-baptiſm n held” f as | not, 
' Why not the ſeventh day alſo + *1 
2. "Mr. F' ſays, « I look upon the'baptiſt 
** inconſiſtent with themſelves, for Aint 
* from being fſubje:ts of baptiſm, becaule 5 
* does not: {hew where an ohke was baptiz 
* at the ſame'time will not allow any p ka 
& baptized, unleſs put all under water, when 1 
*/no where ſhews that a perſon. was put undey 
© in all che bible.” P.” 24- | Here let” the reaper red 
metmber how far I have concur*d:; with' him inthe. be- 
ginning about the letter : This being obſerved,” ſhall - 
at preſent only fix upon one point, which 1s, i Paul 
ſays in one place, we are buried by baptiſm, in a- 
| nother chat we 'are buried in baptiſm, Rom.' 6.24. Col, 
| 2. 12. And atnong all the critics upon our:;Yranſla- 
| tion, I never knew any objeft againit the tranſlation of 
| » theſe words, neither do we differ about the 3 ing 
of the word buried : All the diſpute is cong, 0g 
what is here intended by baptiſm. The word 45 | 
in the ſcripture, for an ordinance inthe a 
wotk of the ſpirit, and for ſufferings. Well tf © wa 
ter, ſpirit, or troubles be intended here, yet "8 
word 18 expreſs, 'we are buried by it, —burie4; 31 it. 
So that let men 89 to _ they will to find $ S | 
2 Kt! 
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- managing pf the word, till it is burying; and” unleſs 

they can:;make. out that to be buried is not. to be. c0- 

wered, they muſt know, that to be 'baptized - with was 
ter, is to be covered with water. 

_ .,Our author inclines to the old abſurdity, of running 
to places where the word baptiſm is uſed in a figurative 
way, to find out its literal meaning : But what work 

thould we make if we-ſhould determine the full mean- 

ing. of the. word ibief,, by Rev. 16.15 1} He tells us of 

God's 4 pouring out his ſpirit, and of raining down 

* righteouſneſs. P. 34<: So. he does, and who . does 
not know that waters which compole rivers were farit 
rained down from above ?- And- the bleſſings which 
flow from Chriſt are called, Rivers of water in-a dry 
place. Ia. 322+ And the account which divine im- 
ſpiration-gives of the diſciples being' baptized with the 
Holy Gboſt, ſays, 1t. filled all the houſe where they 
were litung-:—And they were all filled with the Holy 

Ghoſt, -Acts 2. 2, 4:0, as to. Chriſt's ſufferings 
which are called a baptiſm, we have ſcarce a clearer 
prophecy: of them any where than in the ogth Plalm ; 
and. in ;bat Pſaim, the ſame perſon who I. « They 

* gave. me gall for my meat, and jn_ my thirſt they 

** gave,me vinegar to drink 4"* alſo ſays, © I am come 

- - # into. deep wajers, where the floods overflow me," ver. 
2,'21.; How. plainly do all theſe carry the idea of 

immerſon in the meaning of the word ? Mr. F, cites 

a great number of texts, in order to prove that ſprink- 

ling, and waſhing. or bathing, mean the ſame thing ; 

oP they are. far from anſwering his. deſign. For in- 

_ Nance, in Nur. 19, 18+ to dip and to ſprinkle, plainly 

convey” two ideas, as Ciftinft from each other as the 

words are ;: and ſo does /prinkling and bathing in the 
next verſe. And in the epiltle.to che Hebrews, where 
the- Geſign of thee; ceremonies. is explaineg, it appears 


that /Pripkiing reterred to the removal of guilt, and 
waſhing 


——— + —_— —D— No _ 


| ference to literal, but to ſpiritual baptiſm. 
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waſhing or bathing, to the taking aw 
ſin ; or in other words, the firſt of 06 6 4 
on, the other to ſan&tification; - The jprish Bug of blood 
protected trom the ſtroke of vengeance, a 

the conſcience removes its guilt ; but havity our budies. 
(or whole man) waſhed with pure wdt (37  alf2-ne- 
ceſſary in order to draw near to God 1 bigSoujſe, Heb.  * 
10. 24, 22. and 14. 28; Now fince- al Es w that _ 
Rom. 6. 4. ſignifies our obligarion to die:?to fin, and 
to walk in newneſs of life ;- which is as m Ta 28 tO Own 
that it ſignifies: our ſanCtification, why are 1 y ſo fond 
of a mode which typified juſtification, unleſs they mean 
to confound thera together, as to00/ many ito? It was _ 
not //rae''s holineſs or good works that ſee xd them - 
from the deſtroying angels ſtroke, but it wajighe ſprinke 
ling of blood, which pointed dire&ly to Chz = our paſſe 
over who is ſacrificed for us, i Cor. 5.7. : 

And ſince we are ſo often refer'd to the api of 
the ſpirit, let it be noted that-it *is only at*pxtraordi> # 
nary degree of it which is called a bapriſangh {The dif-1 
Ciples ſurely had a meaſure-of it-when they? CON» 
verted, and "when Jeſus appeared to them { Yd; Tr his re» 
ſurreCtion, he-breathed o2 them and ſaid, *Keceive ye 
tbe bolyGboſt, John 20.22. Yet all this 1 is | it t called a 
baptiſm 4 but on the day of his aſcention he $ nmand- 
- them to wait at7eruſalem for that promikt 1 bleſſing, 
For, ſaid he, John truly baptiſed with watt; but ye 
ſhall be baptized with the holy Ghoſt, not; ft 
bence, AQts 1. 5. Alſo let it be obſerved th; , We .are 
often referred'to the baptiſm of the Spirit, order to 
find the meaning of the word, which they*-ay © is by 
ſprinkling or pouring ; yet when we com? 
6. 4. they would have it, that burying there! 
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their ways are moveable, and not firait paths f 
i therefore to the readers judgment, who 41 
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fuſed and ſuperſtitious about the mode,” p. gr. either 
:thoſe who hold that! we are #urizd 1n baptifm,:or thoſe 
-who ſay tis as well co be ſprinkled, without: being able 
\to produce--one text in the bible where that word is 
applied. 'to- baptiſm. 

:-. Porfum opall; FE think I have made it appear that 
Mr. F. is not\joft in” charging us with ticking to the 
Jetter, ſo as not to regard thie- nature» of God's will 
contained: therein, and have ſhewn that-we- regard the 
* divine harmony of the ſcriptures;”” which he holds 
to be a. ſure token [that we underſtand them 71; ht. 
And I leave "it to be confidered, whether he. has not 
been caken in both of the ſnares which he cautioned 0- 
thers againſt”: "That is, whether his imagination has not 
been ſo elevated with bouſboldy being in covenant, while 
at'the fame time he ſticks fo cloſe to the letter of the 
words, 7o:tbee and to thy ſeed, —as to tniſtake what the 
WWivine will is therein. Fhemain body of his diſcourſe 
P's taken up in proving that the bleflings of grace were 
diſcovered to Abraham, which no body will deny ;' but 
what is that to his purpoſe, ſo long as it appears that 

all thoſe covenants that incluced parents with their 

childreo, were in that reſpet-h6gurative of Chriſt and 

his faints ? Yea Adam, as he ſtood the covenant head 

of his poſterity, was a figure of Him that was ts come, 
Rom. 5.'14. Theretore'-it the ſubſtance of thoſe 
ſhadows is come, how cat the external covenant be 
the ſame? And if he till chinks it 1s, then I defire 
he would ſhew why Aaron's covenant does not entail 
the miniſtry to a natural hne, as much as Abrabam's 
can-church-memberthip, or a right to ofdinances. 

He frequently charges us with antinomianiſm, yet 
all the colour of proof that our principles have any 
rendency that way, that I can find from , him, lies in 
three things. 1. He ſays, if the holineſs in Cor. 4. 
14-* ReſpeRs not ſomething - of a-religious right, or 

51 | | 6s what 
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«what is ſacred, then, 1 grant, it 
* ſay z and the. pra 
* that all children that are 
** the new_covenant, muſt ards : 
&* nomian Prigcple, againſt. the. 

24: This is, notable reaſoning ! It. ; | 
ſay, © becauſe we bold, that a man's being t bros y} i inca 
* the faith no ways diff olves hi = i marr} 1 | 
* therefore the unavoidable conſequence-is, 

* dren which he had then are. a 4004 Noa 

not the concluſion plain in, the text, that, ifs 5YS7 

habiting as man and wife were, not warranted=b 
law of Chriſt, then their children; mult be ot 
our ſenſe of the word ? Here alſo we have an 


they all o#n-that this text. themn that Ae | 
law (by which the Jews wives and /uch as 3 | 
of them, were, Pkt away, Ezra 10.1 3) 1 nar © 
force z and chey take the om of the os 6 if 
as. we da, from the goſpel, Solis 4-3 

they turn dire&ly back, and take their { 
holy 9 tro the ceremonial law, Aga OY xa 
And call. vs antinomians, we (9 hw 
theſe crooked ways with them, | yl i; 


2. Mr. F. ialiquates ho bo 
My, 


ba e1Z1 le aUo 1/4s gon] _ 77 A 
bepuh es ng thay whe ugg ey ia 
viticed t i tafant.fprink fig has,no. wanna 

bible, what org Ker rk It to, oy chem 

what is plainly com pos 

atting co be right z but. TR _— ert #hag 

not. aft ſo. P.,20.' | Howeyer, av loag1as. we kne bl, 

we do, his clas will-not, move, vs-unleſs.ic 6: pi 
pity for his raſhneſs. A third thing that he repeal diy © 


brings, | is, that ſome perſons of our denomination s ve 
run into antinomian errors 3 which; units he had By: + 5 om 
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ed that, our principles had a tendency that way, is as 
bout as good reaſoning, as it is for an'infidel. to bring 
Judas atd Simon to prove chriſtianity to be a 
delufiod.***And fince Mr. F. has declared.his intention 
of ehlarging upon Gal fubje&, if I publiſh my anſwer 
to! him 7; "I ſhall only gefire him to t. om his late book; 
and rufn to what he has wrote concerning the like treat- 
ment, which he and his brechren have received from 
thoſe called'ſtanding miniſters ;' where he juſtly obſerves 
that he and his brethren, * are no' more to account for 
* rhoſe ont of covenant, than the ſtanding miniſters are 
«for every corrupt, profane, immoral ' perſon, that 
«' waits upon thar miniſtry.” * Andifhe ats accord- 
ing to his'own rule, I am not afraid of his'kurting vs ; 
and if he a&ts contrary thereto, he wil: only expoſe him-. 
ſelf in trying to'expoſe others. ' 
WW. ſuppoſe what T have now'wrote, together with the 
efmon, may ſerve as a ſufficient anſwer to 
hat Mr. Frotbinghain has prieted on this ſubjett ; 
nd ſhall'onfy'add, rhat in'q Fx tome, he ſays, You 
relay rementber, bfother, that ſome years 'back we 
« ſtood'in union together" m{ the” ſpirit and praRtice of 
<« the goſpel, and now it is broke, thro* your ice. 
On which T would obſerve, that he knows our covenant 
(like that of our fathers) was, <* Still to be. looking for 
« more light from —_ Joe Is wer ruoarh in the ſacred 
_ ſcriptures. ”P hic hotel Tt iſcientiouſly ad-* 
here to vfito this" day; © ®, have been marſhly 
treated by many therefor. * 
"This britigs ro mind what] met with i in a me} Jour- 
ney into the northern part of our country. A learned 
miniſter 6f the common Uenomination, had challenged 
a Public difpute"about Bapriſtm, which, as the caſe hap- | 
pened, I could not "Toply" 'avoid* accepting. It was 
held 
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Neld 'in his own pulpit on O.Zober 30. 19695 
eonfiderable congregation, We were favour 
not to have an angry word, that I know'of, 9 ei 
fide ; yet near the cloſe of above five hours {ut 
charged us with want of charity; and ſaid th 
have charity" for us, if we would for them; *I told 
him, charity was love, and we defireg to exet>;{c love 
towards all, according to their different circus | 
bot as to the extending of chriſtian fellowſhip, <e apo» 
ftle ſays, Charity rejoiceth not in iniquity, bus), - yoiceth 
in tbe truth : And jult fo far as we” can unite fn any 
ſpiritual exerciſe in the truth, with any perſong. ve de- 
ſired to do it} and no farther. - And- as all-w ; 9 hold 
to:the external/uſe of the ordinances, agree thy per-' 
ſans ought to be baptized before they come to; 1eor-" 
dinance of the ſupper ; therefore we are '&.' 
rigid than they, in refuſing to PEP of th; | 
nance with- unbaprized perſons: + + ® | 

Soor/ after this he ſhut vp his books, 
a ſpecimen of his 'charity before all the peopt 
many of them expected, as he ' had prayed: "S 
beginning, that /he would give 'me- the NF: 
in the concluſion z but inſtead of -that, 
pauſe, he -made a motion for me to go- out, 
aſſembly diſperſed without any ſocial worſhy, ar all. - 
This looks fomething like what Þ heard an &' ed: fa- 
ther ſay ſome years ago, to- wit, That many © when 
they preach "up charity and- a catholic ſpirit only 
mean to: have others drop their different ſens 
and come in and join with them 3 -but where 1 is the 
man upon earth, who will not allow asmuctr, : Joon 
as that ? 

I have elſewhere ſhewn that ovr fathers 3 bre= | 
thren on Mr. Frothingham's ſide, firſt broke g'e uni- 
oa between us z * and | could eafily ſhew [ou ic 
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appeats'that many; of. them are the maſt- rigid ; unto! 
this day,-but as it-is an/ unplcaſant: =o I chuſe to 
omitiit..1 We are; all-in danger -of a party, —s 
which we ought toibe-on a firift watch again 
all hands.,: Sume accuſe us with not allowing = 
th. be viſible-chriſtians, becauſe we do -not hold them! 
tor be 4ruly:baptized-z. buz-what a Nrange miſtake; is,” 
that 2: When the op we. contend 'for-18,  that' bap- 
tim ſhould: /be adminiſtred to none. but viſible cho--! 
ſtians, (fo that if »they. ate:not fuck: ———_—_ hopes 
tiey cannot be bapuzed rat all. 

2þ hall:conclude:with-the words of a late wenby; 
abtheroitwhihc fayay «© Why do I-trouble: the reader 
«about: the: communion:of ſaints, mn this) or the other: 
& particular form ?+We are fallen 10 2 day: when many! 
& denoutly Gifclaim ito dr (is now very common to 
« make-light of ordinances, and even for- (ſerous per- 
&.** ſons to talk as if theywalued themfclves/ on. being 
F<. of nd denomination of chriſtiats z it -a man, fay they, 
«< 16ves-Jeſus Chriſt, ora preacher ſets forth the: mercy: 
&*.6f the Father in'him,-we have no concern about this: 
*form! of: religions nyet they cry +tpr:the , martyrs, 
*© many. of whom \might have. ſaved their treafure-and | 
*© blodd; had theyzmade no-coniernce of the:authority 
«© of Cinſt'in:his houte./ T7 he” epright will deprecate- 
*a meer name, under mny- fora), however :agreatile to 
*©thewdictates of ſeiipture, but.af a manivtends by big'! 
* being, of po denominatidn, that he regards :not the 
* manner df ifervice appointeds by the Lord ; where 
** a8 his relipon !——1f Chriſt is preached, and: the 
* power of god melts. prevails, by” whomſoever, ror 
' © whatever particular form of profeſſien, his miniſters: 
«and people rejoice $11 yety If juchcibus4 not ſo-but thae 
* wherein a:man appears Cefective, im apy diftrine-of ? 
*:the-goſpet; or arncle of inflitured; woi ſhip "they 
-* nul} wiſh him to know the way of the Lord more 
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Litter concerning BAPTISM. 3; 
© perfectly, and conſequently, rather in 'mecknek point 
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« out his miſtake than join him in his error,—-In a 
« word, that notion of. charity, that repders this ſub» 
«Jett indifferent about any thing which he is apt 
6 luaded to be the will of Chriſt, :s faiſe and per 
« 0vs'z. it tends. to caphivate the minds; of i 
« the authority of God, avg ſap be foundation'Sf all 

« true religion ; it is therefore dar grow, micvanler 
" as pretence, perſons are taught to = uncorerbed 


about 'the- appented, form .. worſhip; it 5; 
* m—_— be commended tq/ every -one {0 Jearfh 

&« ſcripture, and bw to that which his conpinch 
« direQts, and regard tit the cefſures of men.” # . 


+ 61d i”, BD 
® Lectures 00 primitive Chriftianity, by Mc. Benjamin | 
reface, pag. 7 ii As this, and another work: 
Il met with, are but newly come int6 the country, 
leave here to ſpeak my thoughts of them. The” 
4 bedy of .doQ@:inal D iviniry+; or « ſyflem of ev ial 
* truths, deduced from the ſacred ſcriptares : By 7obr Grill, 
« D. D.” And | think I can heartily recommend this; Jatter 
for doarinal, the other, for p-aQtical divinity,as being a+. 5xcel- 
lent compoſares oh thoſe ſubj-&s as any human writinga/that 
I have ſeen ; and wiſh they may ſpread much 1 in this "cou Rey. 
They were both ptinted Jaft year- in Loxden, "and Mr. Aman 
of Bofion hay n few of them to diſpoſe of. Dr, Gil”* work 
-Comaits) 1091 pages in ' Targe quarts, at $6 lawfal mandy, 
if bound in two parts; or 34/. boundiry ones, Mir. #allin's 
leftures contain 507 pages 1n handſome otavo, at Bj | 
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